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 We have come across a very unique opportunity for each of us to help a 
small child somewhere in the world who badly needs it.  This is a chance to 
show that someone cares, and to share the love of Christ. 
 Operation Christmas Child brings joy and hope to children in desperate 
situations worldwide through gift-filled shoe boxes and the Good News of 
God’s love. 
 The program is pretty simple:  Take a standard size shoe box that you will 
fill with gifts.  Determine if it will be for a boy or girl, and the age category, 
and label it accordingly.  Gifts can include toys like small cars, dolls, kazoos, 
Slinky; school supplies like pencils and crayons; hygiene items like toothbrush 
and paste, soap, washcloth; sundry stuff like hard candy, gum, T-shirts, ball 
caps; and a personal note to the child and a photo of you and your family.  
Include a donation of $7.00 to cover the cost of shipping and other costs.  
Bring your gift to the church during the week of November 12-18 and it will 
be on its way to a kid who will love it. 
 Be certain to look for the literature and boxes in the narthex for more information on this wonderful program.  You can also 
contact Linda Danner for more information. 
 “Whoever receives one of these little children in My name receives Me.”  Mark 9:37a 
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� Pauline�� 81, was received 
into the arms of her Savior, 
Saturday, October 7, 2006, 
after suffering a long illness.   
 Pauline was born Septem-
ber 7, 1925, in Carthage, Mis-
souri, to Ernest Epperson and 
Hattie Gray Epperson.  
 Survivors include her two 

daughters, Brenda Logsdon and her husband, Mike, of Spring-
field, Missouri, and Carol Baird and her husband, Les, of Ben-
tonville, Arkansas. 
 A funeral service was held on October 10, 2006, at Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church.  Burial took place at Park Cemetery, 
Carthage, MO.   
 Memorial gifts are suggested to the American Cancer Soci-
ety or Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.   
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 The annual Youth Group activity of 
paying honor to the elder members of 
our congregation by preparing and serv-
ing them dinner, will take place on Sun-
day evening, November 12th at 5:00 pm.  
If you are 70 years old or older, be 
watching for your special invitation to 

arrive in the mail.  You will get to experience some fine dining 
and great cuisine along with superb entertainment.   
 If you would like to have the meal delivered to your home, 
or if you need a ride to and from church, please notify one of 
the Youth members or contact the church office at 358-1325.   
 We really would like to have an idea of how many to plan 
for, so please RSVP to Mary at the church office.   
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 “ In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus concerning you.”     I Thess 5:18 
 
 There will be a special Thanksgiving Eve Service with 
Holy Communion on Wednesday evening, November 22nd, at 
7:00 pm.  It’s a perfect time to reflect on our many blessings, 
and give thanks to our Lord for all that we have.    �
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 On Wednesday, Oct. 18th, we were privileged to have Joe 
& Maddy Sterrett drop in at the office for a brief visit.  Joe was 
the foreman for the Laborers for Christ team that built our new 
building.  Both of them were looking good and enjoying a nice 
getaway. 
 Maddy told us they had stopped to see fellow LFC mem-
bers Lois & Leo Shrum, and that they are doing well. 
 The Sterretts are staying busy, with their three daughters 
living in Holton, Kansas, and two great-grandchildren that 
keep them hopping.  Two more great-grandkids live across the 
state, and one more is on the way.  How exciting! 
 Joe & Maddy said to tell everyone here at Good Shepherd 
“hello”.  You can e-mail them at jandm@mailstation.com. 
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Pictured from left to right:  Edna C., Pat F., Stella Q., Fern 
H., Carol L., Marie H., and Vernetta B., not pictured: Marilyn 
N.   
 The ladies of Good Shepherd’s Quilting Circle have been 
working hard this year.  Just in time for the cold weather, they 
delivered a total of thirty-eight cozy warm and colorfully 
crafted quilts to the Salvation Army and Crisis Center in Car-
thage, and to the Lafayette House in Joplin. 
 We are so proud of this group for their efforts.  They 
continue to welcome anyone who would like to help (you 
don’t even have to be able to sew).  The girls meet on Tues-
day mornings at 9:00 am, and work to the early afternoon, 
with a meal break at noon.  So come join them—you’ll have 
SEW much fun! 
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 Don’t take your freedom for granted.  Be sure to head to 
the polls on Tuesday, November 7th, and exercise your right 
to vote.     
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 We’re certain that they would want to keep up with stuff 
going on at church, but if we don’t have an address, how can 
we get a newsletter to them?  If your son or daughter is away 
at college, please let us have their mailing address; others 
may also want to send birthday or Christmas greetings. 

From the October Voters’ Meeting 
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 The following members were elected during the Vot-
ers’ Meeting held on October 29th to serve as congrega-
tion officers for next year: 
· President -   Earl Kirn  
· Vice-President -  Sonny Elder 
· Secretary -   Jan Garoutte 
· Treasurer -   Jim Garoutte 
· Financial Sec. -  Don Wilson 
· Directors of Christian Education - 
      Jennifer Shannon & Wendy Royer 
· Elders -     Curt Spieker & David Wacker  
· Trustees -   Steve Langholff & Tony Quade 
  

 Our thanks to those who have served us faithfully 
during the past year. 
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 Congratulations to Derek & 
Kacy White who were blessed with 
the gift of a baby girl on October 
14th.  Olivia Madison weighed 6 

lbs., 15½ oz. and was 21 inches long.  Howard & Laura South 
are the proud grandparents and Kes & Betty Kester are the 
proud great-grandparents.   

********* 
 Congratulations also to Shala O’Moore & Walter Coch-
ran who were blessed with a baby girl on Friday, October 26, 
2006.  MaKayla Ann weighed 6 lbs., 4 oz. and was 20 inches 
long.  Proud maternal grandparents are Brian & Joyce 
O’Moore.   
 

 May God continue to bless and keep these families in his 
loving care 
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  By Keith Zoromski

� The Youth Group would like to extend its most sincere 
appreciation to all members of the congregation who partici-
pated in the Pink Flamingo fundraiser.  With 
your help, the Youth Group was able to raise 
nearly $1,000.00!  These funds will be put to-
wards sending members of the Youth 
Group to the National Youth Gathering 
next summer.  
 The Annual Over 70 Dinner will be 
held on November 12th.  Everyone over 70 
is invited!  Members of the congregation 
will be receiving invitations in the mail.  The Youth 
Group hopes to continue the tradition of a wonder-
ful meal and an enjoyable time for all.  
 As the Youth Group becomes more educated on the de-
mocratic process in their classrooms, they are learning the im-
portance of voting.  While Jesus Christ gave us the ultimate 
freedom – the freedom of eternal life – we are also blessed 
with the freedom to vote.  Don’t forget to cast your ballot on 
November 7th! 
 Are you interested in participating in the Youth Group, but 
don’t quite know how to get involved?  It’s easy!  Youth Lead-
ers Cheryl & Justin Moll, as well as Keith Zoromski, would be 
happy to answer any questions you may have.  The Youth 
Group continues to have weekly get-togethers at 6:00 pm in 
the trailer next to the Church.  This is a time for fellowship 
where the Youth play games and simply hang out after a long 
day of school.  Watch the monthly newsletter and church bul-
letins for updates on upcoming events. 
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 Several openings are available for altar duty next year.  
Ladies, please consider serving God in this way.  Although 
the duties are not difficult and the time required is not long, 
it is an important part of our worship services.  Please call or 
e-mail Wynette Quade at 358-7400 or twquade@aol.com for 
first choice of which month you’d like to serve. 
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From Gramma’s Big Backyard 
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By Dorothy L., Gramma 

 The winter sun seemed to dance and smile on the meadow 
by the river in Gramma’s Big Backyard.  At their mother’s sug-
gestion, Penny Pheasant and her brother, Pan, went outside to 
enjoy the fresh air.  Penny could always find ways to safely 
entertain herself, but that wasn’t the case for her little brother.  
He liked adventure, exploring and excitement, sometimes going 
a little beyond the rules.  Mother told him, “Now, you stay with 
your sister.  You’re too young to go venturing off by yourself.” 

Pan smiled and said, “Okay.”  But he 
thought, Too young, indeed!  Well, what 
Mom doesn’t know won’t hurt her.   

Penny was making a playhouse near the 
big elm tree.  She asked him to help, promis-
ing a lot of fun.  “We’ll have a place to play 
when all of our cousins come to visit!” she 
urged. 

“You want me, a rooster, to come and 
play house?” he replied indignantly as he preened his beautiful 
long tail feathers.  “I have things to do and places to go.”  De-
spite Mother’s instructions, he thought a little adventure was                           
in order. 

Penny said, “If you don’t help me, you won’t get any of the 
sunflower and sesame seed treats that Mother sent.” 

Pan thought this over carefully and decided to make his 
adventure a short one.  “My journey along the river and into the 
woods should be enough for today,” he said as he flew off. 

Penny decided not to tell her mom about Pan flying off. 
Although she was worried for his safety, she knew the entice-
ment of Mother’s cookies would surely bring him back soon. 
She continued building the playhouse while merrily humming 
and singing. 

Pan was amazed at the new things he encountered on his 
adventure.  He stood at the edge of the creek and splashed his 
wings in the water.  He laughed when a fish swam up and nib-
bled at his toes.  He marveled at the lustrous green ferns grow-
ing under elm trees.  But as he explored, Pan failed to notice 
that it was getting later and that he had wandered deeper and 
deeper into the woods.  He realized he was tired, so he sat down 
in the soft grass.  Looking about, he saw that the sky was dark-
ening and the woods didn’t look nearly as friendly as before.  
“Well,” he mumbled, “I need to head for home.”  The thought 
of the sweet treats gave him a boost of energy. 

With cheerful thoughts he headed toward—wait, which 
way was home?  He could not figure out from which way he 
had come.  He flew off in one direction, then realized that it 
wasn’t right, so he turned around.  He flew in circles until he 
was hopelessly confused.  As he landed next to a large bush, he 
had a strange feeling and sensed an unfriendliness that wasn’t 
pleasant to this pheasant.  Trembling, he jumped when a deep 
voice suddenly thundered, “Lost your way, little pheasant?”  

Pan turned and found himself staring into the face of a 
huge grizzly bear.  Pan stammered, “Y-y-yes.” 

Mr. Grizzly’s voice softened somewhat as he emerged 
from the bushes and said, “I’ll help you find your way home, 
but I have to stop by my house first.” 

“Oh, I can’t go into houses I don’t know, except with an 
adult,” Pan informed the bear. 

“Well, there you have it.  I’m an adult, and we’ll become 
acquainted on our way there.  I am very hungry and have some 
sesame seed nutty pops that would taste wonderful right now.” 

Pan was hungry, too, and the thought of this special treat 
made him say, “Well, okay.”  By now the bear was starting to 

look downright friendly.  They chatted as they walked deeper 
and deeper into the woods.  After awhile they came upon Mr. 
Grizzly’s cave.  He invited Pan to come in, but a bad feeling 
came over Pan.  He declined the invitation.  “No, that’s okay, I 
think I’ll just go home.” 

“No, you won’t,” the bear growled, snatching Pan by his 
beautiful, long tail feathers.  “You’ll make a tasty dinner.” 

“LET ME GO!” Pan struggled to free himself. 
“No point in yelling.  Nobody will hear you,” laughed the 

bear as he started plucking feathers from the poor little bird. 
Fortunately for Pan, the bear was wrong.  Birds, rodents, 

insects, and many other forest animals responded to Pan’s cry 
for help and came running.  Mice scurried 
out from the under- brush, rabbits came hop-
ping over bushes, and a line of red ants 
marched single file from who knows where, 
and went straight between the bear’s toes and 
bit him.  The bear yelped and hopped about 
while a red-headed woodpecker swooped 
down and pecked at the grizzly’s head.  Mice 
climbed up his furry legs and chewed on his 

knees.  The bear threw Pan into the brush, then fled into his 
cave. 

The forest friends all yelled to Pan, “FLY AWAY!”  He 
jumped into the air and flapped his wings, but he found that he 
could not fly!  His tail feathers were gone, and the bear had 
plucked feathers from one of his wings.  So he ran as fast as his 
little feet would carry him!  His forest friends ran in front of 
him and behind him, with the birds flying above him, showing 
him the way out of the woods.  Pan ran and ran and was gasp-
ing for breath when at last he saw the clearing ahead.  When he 
reached the sunlit meadow, he collapsed upon the ground.  The 
forest friends gathered around him.   

“You are quite a mess,” commented a feisty jaybird. 
A little white dove shook her head.  “Your lovely tail feath-

ers are gone.” 
Medville and Minerva mouse ran breathlessly into the 

clearing at that moment.  “Pan, where have you been?  Every-
one is looking for you!” said Medville. 

“You could have been seriously hurt!” exclaimed Minerva. 
“We have been so worried!” 

Tears started flowing from Pan’s eyes as he remembered 
how scared he had been.  Mother Goose stepped forward and 
wrapped a large comforting wing around Pan. 

“Now, take a deep breath and tell us just what happened,” 
she said.  Pan started with how he had disobeyed and ventured 
where he knew he shouldn’t have gone.  It hurt when the bear 
had torn out his wing feathers, but the worst thing was the loss 
of his beautiful tail feathers.  All of the animals voiced their 
sympathy, but it was Medville who said, “Pan, that was horri-
ble, but now we must get you home to your mother.” 

Pan gasped, “But, I can’t go home looking like this!  I was 
so naughty.  I went into the woods where I was told not to go.  
Mother will be so angry.”  Contemplating his dilemma, he said, 
“I could just run away and Mother wouldn’t ever need to know 
I disobeyed.” 

Minerva said, “Pan, you may be in trouble, but your 
mother loves you and she’ll forgive you.” 

Medville beckoned Pan to his side.  “Look, child, you took 
the wrong path once; don’t do it again.  The path to follow is 
the path of our Lord, which is the way of truth, honesty and 
forgiveness.  Jesus is always with you.  All 
you need to do is ask him for help.” 

Pan looked up.  “I know he was with me 
today.  Thank you, Jesus.” 
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 The Lutheran Family & Children’s 
Services of Missouri is looking for 
families and individuals interested in 
becoming foster and/or adoptive re-
sources for children and youth in the 
child welfare system.  In Missouri, over 
10,000 children are in the foster care 
system and over 2,000 are awaiting 
adoption.  If you are interested in find-
ing out more about how to become a 
foster or adoptive resource, or if you 
would like to find out more about other 
ways you can help, please contact 
Amanda Jones at the Springfield LFCS 
office at 417-862-1972. 
 
Used Vehicle Donation Program —
Have you been eyeing the 2007 model 
cars?  Do you want a tax deduction for 
your old car?  Don’t forget that the 
LFCS now accepts used vehicles includ-
ing cars, trucks, vans, RVs, motorcy-
cles, snowmobiles, and jet skis.  They 
must be operable vehicles; if not, the 
agency must consult with a towing ser-
vice concerning pick up.  If you would 
like to donate a vehicle to benefit LFCS, 
call Larry Long at 417-862-1972 (yes, 
it’s the same number). 
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 An old evangelist was telling an-
other man how he might improve his 
lifestyle.  “You know,” answered the 
wayward fellow, “I’ve been aiming to 
do that.”  
 “Well,” said the preacher, “quit 
aiming and start shooting.”  
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 We, as a congregation, met twenty years ago on December 7, 1986, at the Senior 
Citizen’s Center, 404 East 3rd, for our first worship service.  Pastor Schnackenberg, 
then as our interim pastor, led the worship.  There were 76 present for this first ser-
vice and 51 attended Sunday School and Bible Class.  Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church was born. 
 On Sunday, December 10, 2006, we will have a 20th anniversary celebration re-
membering our beginnings with special services and a potluck dinner.      
 There will be a pictorial history of people and events that will show the progress 
our congregation.  It will displayed on one of the hallway walls. 
 We are truly blessed by God and seek only to serve and praise Him.  To Him 
alone be the glory.   
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· Dorothy L. , Betty P., Sarah R., Irene S., and Adaline 

Z., in extended care facilities 
· Don H., recovering at home 
· Our new church officers as they prepare for service in our 

church 
· Our youth as they continue raising funds to go to the   

National Youth Gathering 
· All those who will be traveling over the Thanksgiving 

holiday, that God will grant them safe passage 


