
Happy 20 th Anniversary! 
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Services and Celebration 
December 10, 2006 

  

 On Sunday, December 7, 1986, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church of Carthage, 
Missouri, met at the Carthage Senior Citizens Center for our first worship service. 
 

 On Sunday, December 10, 2006, we will celebrate the twentieth anniversary of 
that first service with special services of praise and thanksgiving in the morning, a 
congregational dinner and a special celebration in the early afternoon. 
 

 The morning services will be at 8:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 
 

 The congregational dinner will be at noon.  Please bring a side dish to share. 
  

 The celebration will be at 2:00 p.m., with special music by various members 
and groups of the congregation. 
 

 Mr. George Nelson, Director of Ministries, Easter Heights Lutheran Church,   
St. Paul, Minnesota, will be the guest speaker in the morning services.  Mr. Nelson 
helped with the services during the first years of the Good Shepherd congregation 
while he was the Minister of Youth at Immanuel Lutheran Church of Joplin. 
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 Twenty years ago, on December 7, 1986, 
seventy-six people met as Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church at the Carthage Senior Citi-
zens Center, 404 East Third Street, for their 
first worship service.  It was the Second Sun-
day in Advent.  The Rev. James Schnacken-
berg, then a counselor at the substance abuse 
recovery center at Freeman Hospital and for-
mer pastor of First Lutheran Church of Neo-

sho, Missouri, served as interim pastor.  Fifty-one attended Sunday School and Bible Class that first Sunday.  
 Within a short period of time, the new congregation was meeting at the Carthage Municipal Building (Memorial Hall) and 
began preparations to have a facility on their new property west of Carthage on MO Highway 96.  On Sunday, April 26, 1987, the 
new facility that would serve as a worship, education, and fellowship center was dedicated.  This facility would continue to serve 
the congregation until February, 1996, when services were moved to the present building.  The membership by this time was 215. 
 Rev. Schnackenberg served the congregation as interim pastor, with George Nelson, the Minister of Youth at Immanuel Lu-
theran, Joplin, helping with some of the services until The Rev. Edward Lutz was installed on September 18, 1988 as our first 
resident pastor.  He, and his wife, Ellen, came to Good Shepherd from St. Paul, Minnesota, and served as our pastor until May of 
1990 when he retired.  Their present home is in Minneapolis, Minnesota.   
 On Sunday, July 29, 1990, the Rev. Gary Muehler was installed as pastor.  He, his wife Elois, and their nine children came to 
Carthage from Alliance, Nebraska.  In December of 1991, Pastor Muehler accepted a call to another congregation.  The Muehlers 
are retired now and living in Cole Camp, Missouri. 
 Rev. Merle Kluhsman of Neosho would serve as interim pastor until The Rev. James Schnackenberg was called to become 
Good Shepherd’s third full time pastor.  He was installed on August 8, 1993, and has served our congregation for over thirteen 
years.  He and his wife, Gerry, have three children and six grandchildren. 
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 On Sunday, February 18, 1996, our present building 
was dedicated.  Most of the basic construction was com-
pleted by members of the Laborers for Christ.  Six cou-
ples lived with us on site, and gave leadership to the work 
and to the members of the congregation who also helped. 
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 Today, we have over 460 members, 360 who are communicant members.  Along with Pastor Schnackenberg, Doug Dickey, a 
Certified Lay Minister, serves on a part-time basis.  Mary Parks is the church office manager, Linda Danner is our Parish Nurse 
and Cathy Johns is the Nursery Director.   
 We have plans to expand the present building to add space for worship, education and fellowship.   
 We thank God for the many people who have helped and are helping in the growth of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church—
those who were here in the beginning and took a leap of faith to begin a new Lutheran congregation, those who physically worked 
hard to make a place for the congregation to meet, and those who have continued to step up to help in the ongoing ministry of the 
congregation with their time, talents and treasures.   
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 A special anniversary offering has been designated for a fund to expand our present church building.  We have had plans in 
place for the expansion, but the project was postponed due to the sudden escalation in construction costs recently.  If you would 
like to give to this special project, just write on your contribution “Anniversary gift” or use one of the light brown envelopes that 
are available in the narthex.   The money will be put into a designated fund to be used when the expansion is started. 



�����
������
������
������
�
 
������ 
������ 
������ 
������
!����!����!����!���� ����

 We rejoice with 
Derek & Kacy W. at 
the baptism of their 
daughter Olivia on 
Sunday, November 
26th.  Olivia was born 

October 14, 2006.  Her sponsors are Tara W., Brandon W., 
Teresa D., and Kyle D..  Proud maternal grandparents are 
Howard & Laura S., and great-grandparents are Kes & Betty 
K.  May the Lord bless and keep this family in his care. 
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 We want to thank everyone who filled shoe boxes for  
Operation Christmas Child .  We delivered a total of 49 boxes 
to be shared with children throughout the world.  While we 
will not see the joy of the children who receive them, we know 
the joy of the Christ child in whose name we give them.   
 Our thanks to Linda Danner, our parish nurse, and the 
members of the youth group who sponsored the program. 
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 Filling a Wish List for 

Lutheran Family & Children’s  
Services of Missouri 

  

 The below items are being designated for the Sunday 
School and Bible classes to donate.  
  

· 2 & 3 year olds—Baby lotion 
· 4 & 5 year olds— Baby Wipes 
· 1st & 2nd grades—Baby socks 
· 3rd & 4th grades— Baby shampoo 
· 5th & 6th grades— Baby powder  
· 7th- 9th grades—Newborn diapers 
· High School—Onesies, Sizes, 0-3 months or 3-6 

months 
· Teachers—Mother-to-be items 
· Adult Bible Class—Receiving blankets 
 

 We are asking the congregation to also help out by donat-
ing any of the items listed above or any of the following 
items: 
  diapers (all sizes) 
  diaper rash cream  
  baby wash  
  baby spoons  
  bottle brushes. 
 Personal Care items for mothers-to-be: 
  toothbrushes  
  lotion  
  deodorant  
  shampoo and conditioner 
  bath soap, etc. 
 Baskets are available in both the narthex and the Fellow-
ship Hall for your donations.  
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Dear Pastor Schnackenberg, 
 I am sorry that I didn’t mention to you the first time that 
you called, but the 10th of December the church where our 
daughter’s husband is pastor, is having a surprise celebration 
of his 10 years at their church, so we won’t be able to attend 
Good Shepherd’s Anniversary.  It would have been great to 
see old friends and join you in this special occasion.   
 God be with you.   
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���� The following letter was received in November from  
Pastor & Ellen Lutz.   
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 Your Pastor informs us that Good Shepherd is to cele-
brate its 20th anniversary on December 10.  How Ellen and 
I would love to be with you in person, but limitations of ad-
vancing years makes that impossible. 
 A deep longing within us would like to touch base with 
the original core group that stuck together against all 
odds—totally inadequate facilities, small numbers, limited 
resources—but strong in the faith and love of Jesus.  We 
were with you only two short years, but the bonds forged 
between us then will extend into the very Paradise of God. 
 Now you are a solid family in Christ.  And before you is 
a tremendous mission—to make disciples of all nations, 
starting with your own community.  Our natural reaction is: 
We can’t.  But God can!  So, have a great day!  We’ll be 
thinking of you and praying for you. 
 We leave you with one little verse from God Himself. 
 “ The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and His 
ears are attentive to their cry.”  Psalm 34:15 
 In other words:  God Is FOR you; who can be against 
you?       
      Blessings in our Savior’s name, 
 
     
     
     
        Ed & Ellen Lutz 

Page 4             ������������	
����

� �� � � ����������������������������������������������������������������December    2006 �

����	�,����������	�,����������	�,����������	�,������ ���� 
���(
�� 
���(
�� 
���(
�� 
���(
��� ���
 Save time, simplify your life, and support our church! 
Good Shepherd offers an Electronic Giving program that al-
lows you to make contributions without having to lift a pen to 
write a check or reach into your wallet for cash!  It is fast, 
safe, and easy! 
 
 Here is how it works: 
· You authorize a specified amount of money to be elec-
 tronically transferred directly from your checking or sav-
 ings account to the church account.  
· You specify the frequency of the transfer:  

¨ Monthly on the 1st or 15th 
¨ Semimonthly on the 1st and 15th  
¨ Weekly on Monday or Friday. 

· You (and the church) pay NOTHING for the electronic 
 transfer.  
· You save the cost of the check and the church saves the 
 cost of processing the check. 
· You can contribute even when you are away from home. 
· You can change or cancel your authorization of transfer at 
 any time by notifying us in writing.  
· Participants in the Electronic Giving program who wish 
 to place an envelope in the collection plate may mark 
 their envelope EFT. 
· You may sign up for Electronic Giving at any time. Au-
 thorization forms are available in the narthex, and ques-
 tions may be directed to Karen Moll, 417.525.4878, or the 
 church office. 
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 The Sunday School children’s Christmas program will be  
Sunday evening, December 17, at 7:00.  It will be a program 
of Christmas songs around the story of Christ’s birth.   
 Practice for the program will be held during the Sunday 
School hour with special practices announced if needed. 
 Jennifer S. and Wendy R. are co-directing the program.   
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 Congratulations to Jeremy & 
Rhonda S. who were blessed with the 
gift of a baby girl on November 17th.  
Lauren Jean weighed 6 lbs, 10 oz.  Con-
gratulations also to Tyler and Sam, they 
now have a baby sister.   
 The family lives in Springdale, Arkansas.  May God 
continue to bless this family. 
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 We need to collect another 500 Best Choice labels before 
December 28, 2006. Raid your cabinets and kitchens! Cut out 
the Best Choice UPCs and drop them off in the box in the 
narthex or the envelope in the kitchen. With your help, we can 
receive $60 from Best Choice for our Sunday School and $60 
for kitchen supplies. 
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A letter of thanks to my church family: 
While I was in my training for the Army, I wrote a letter 

for the church newsletter in July 2006.  I failed in my mission 
to have it printed in an acceptable time frame.  So here I am 
last minute for the December newsletter trying to beat the 
deadline.  
  As I read the letter that I wrote in July, my feelings are 
still the same, even after everything the Army put us through.  
I guess being older, I could see some of the reasons why they 
were so tough on us.  Some things I will probably never under-
stand.  The Army has a big responsibility to train a huge num-
ber of people in such a short time frame and they are very ef-
fective and efficient.  I felt the people in charge of us during 
our training were very capable.  Like I have probably told a lot 
of you, I am glad the drill sergeants are on our side.  I pity any 
enemy who would challenge our military.  I saw, first hand, the 
Army core values in the people instructing us.   I witnessed 
dedication and responsibility that you do not see every day in 
the civilian world.  I met a platoon sergeant who was a patient 
in the hospital when we were doing our clinicals.  He had 20 
years in the Army 
and was ready to 
retire.  He had 
trouble with his 
heart, and needed 
to get it fixed.  He 
wanted one more 
tour in Iraq.  He 
had already been there three times.  He is only one of the many 
people serving our country.   
 I am thankful for the opportunity to join the Army.  I 
wanted to support our military in a time of war.  So when I 
read in the newspaper that they had increased the enlistment 
age, I knew I was going to go even at the “old” age of 39.  I 
have had so many people ask me why I would want to do this. 
Am I crazy?  My wife was wondering if I’d lost my senses,  
but when she saw how determined I was to join, she supported 
and loved me when I needed it the most.  My whole family 
supported me as well.  My children, parents, brother, in-laws, 
family at work, friends, Pastor and my church family made me 
feel this was the right thing to do.  From my 10 weeks at Fort 
Leonard Wood, Missouri, to 16 weeks in San Antonio, Texas, 
to my Reserve Unit in Joplin, Missouri, God took care of eve-
rything.  
 I cannot say enough about the young men and women I 
went through training with.  Some are still in training, some 
are National Guard, some are Army Reserve, and some are full 
time Army all over the world.  One of my best friends, whom I 
met in training, is already in Iraq.    
 My prayer from the beginning has been for God to give 
me the strength to be a soldier in the Army, and more impor-
tantly, the strength and courage to be a soldier in His Army.  
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 During the month of December, the Youth Group will 
still meet at 6:00 pm in the trailer prior to Advent services. 
Any high school aged youth are welcome to attend! 
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 If you plan on shopping at North Park Mall for Christ-
mas presents, and having those gifts wrapped at the Mall – 
let the Youth Group help you!  On Thursday, December 14th 
from 6:00 to 10:00 pm, the Youth Group will be wrapping 
gifts at the Mall near JC Penney’s. This is a fundraiser to 
help raise money for the National Youth Gathering.  We’d 
appreciate seeing you then! 
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 On Wednesday, December 20th at 6:00 pm the Youth 
will have a “White Elephant” Christmas gift exchange.  This 
is when you bring a mystery present that is odd or unusual 
to exchange for fun.  Bring a friend – it’ll be very entertain-
ing! 
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 The Youth Group would like to extend Christmas greet-
ings to our family and friends within the congregation.  Joy 
to the world – the Lord has come! 
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Here’s my letter from July: 
 Just a little note to say thank you to everyone at church for 
your prayers and support since I joined the Army.  I have 
really needed it.  I have leaned on and trusted in God’s will and 
His graces to have me in the right place at the right time.  God 
has planned it perfectly.  It’s been the toughest and most chal-
lenging task in my life.  God has put me in the watchful care of 
some of the best the Army has to offer and I am very thankful 
they have been here for my instruction.  The soldiers God has 
put me with have been great.  America should be very proud of 
these young men and women that are here for this training.  
We all know we could end up in Iraq or a war zone some-
where, and all these young men and women are here and ready 
to go.  It is amazing to meet the different people and hear their 
life stories.  God has blessed the United States with the people 
in our military to fight the wars in our Nation’s history.  And 
God continues to bless the United States, even today.   

My heartfelt thanks to everyone for your prayers, letters, 
cards and cookies (Thanks, Frieda!).  I love you all, and may 
God bless each one of you.   

 

     Pvt. Douglas Stinebrook  
Please keep these young men in your prayers. 

   Cpl. Joshua Jones   U.S. Marine Serving in Iraq 
   Pvt. Ben Killman   U.S. Marines Twentynine Palms, CA 
   Pvt. Randy Ayres   U.S. Marines Advanced training 
   Pvt. Douglas Saylor U.S. Marines Basic training 
   Pvt. John Suder    U.S. Army 82nd Airborne Serving in Iraq 
   Pvt. Joshua Parfit    U.S. Army Fort Drum, New York I have leaned on and trusted 

in God’s will and His graces to 
have me in the right place at 

the right time.  God has 
planned it perfectly. 
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· Dorothy L. , Betty P., Sarah R., Irene S., and Adaline 

Z., in extended care facilities 
· Don H., recovering at home 
· Our youth as they continue raising funds to go to the Na-

tional Youth Gathering 
· All those who will be traveling over the Christmas holi-

days, that God will grant them safe passage 
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 Midweek Advent       Wed., Dec 6, 13, 20, 7:00 pm 
  

 Sunday School Program   Sun., Dec. 17, 7:00 pm 
 

 Christmas Eve Candlelight  Sun., Dec. 24, 7:00 pm 
 

 Christmas Day Service  Mon., Dec. 25, 10:45 am 
 

 New Year’s Eve     Sun., Dec. 31, 7:00 pm 


