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We had a good time at our 20th anniver-
sary and we thank everyone who helped 
make it that way.  Our special thanks to 
George Nelson for his message given at the 
morning services.  It was good to see him 
and Jeannie again.  The food was excellent 
and the fellowship wonderful at the noon 
meal.  It always is when we get together. 
The afternoon celebration was filled with 
good stories, tears, laughter and wonderful 
music.  

To God alone the glory! 
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         We congratulate Josh & Katie Chapman who were 
blessed with the gift of a baby girl.  Addie Elizabeth was born 
on September 16, 2006 and lives in Granbury, TX with Dad, 
Mom, and a very proud big sister, Kelsey.  Curt & Holly 
Spieker are the maternal grandparents. 
         Our congratulations also goes to Mary Schwab who was 
blessed with a baby boy on December 22, 2006.  Jackson Tay-
lor weighed 8 lbs., 2 oz., and was 22¼ inches long.  Rick & 
Sue Schwab are the maternal grandparents and Marilyn Nicho-
las is the maternal great-grandmother. 
        May God bless and keep these families is his loving care.    
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 We rejoice with Cody & Alona 
Danner at the baptism of their son Tyler, 
on December 31, 2006, here at Good 
Shepherd.  Tyler was born November 
10, 2006 in Mobile, AL.  He weighed 7 
lbs, 8 oz, and was 19½ inches long.  His 

sponsors are Tim & Heather Ulrich.  Tyler’s proud paternal 
grandparents are Tom & Linda Danner.  
 We ask for God’s continued blessings on Tyler and his 
family. 
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 As two individuals are woven together into a marriage 
band, adding Christ as the third strand makes for a stronger 
relationship.   
 February 16-18, 2007, couples who have recently wed or 
those who have celebrated over 50 years together, will come 
together for a weekend at the Lodge of the Four Seasons, Lake 
Ozark, MO.  They will spend time in inspiring Bible study, 
entertainment, fellowship and exciting worship.  “Caring for 
Each Other Through Every Season” is this year’s theme pre-
sented by Rev. Craig & Rebecca Otto, from St. Matthew’s Lu-
theran Church in Lee’s Summit, MO.      
 If you are interested and would like more information or a 
full schedule of activities and cost, please contact the church 
office, 358-1325, or e-mail: Sue.Thompson@mo.lcms.org 
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 If you have not yet picked up your offering envelopes, 
they are available in the narthex.  Please toss last year’s enve-
lopes, and only use the newly assigned envelopes, since new 
numbers are used each year.  Otherwise, it can be very con-
fusing when posting the contributions.  If you would like to 
use envelopes and we have not assigned any to you, please 
contact the church office.    
 An alternative to using the church envelopes is the auto-
matic bank withdrawal system that is available.  Sign up 
sheets are at the information center in the narthex.   
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 Begin the new year by giving the gift of life, your blood.  
On Sunday, January 21st, the Community Blood Center of the 
Ozarks will be in the Youth trailer to take your donation from 
8:30 am to 12:30 pm.  If you are willing to help during the 
drive or by providing snacks or drinks, please contact the 
blood drive coordinator, Ruth Bozarth, 476-5420.  
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 The weekend of January 19-21 will be filled with activities 
just for women at Heit’s Point, Lincoln, MO.  There will be 
Bible studies, pajama party with movie, massage, Weekenders 
Clothing show, Pampered Chef party, new crafts to learn, sing 
fest, scrap booking for beginners, delicious meals, and much 
more.   
 It’s your chance to unwind, slow down, enjoy yourself, 
and spend some “girl time” with your sisters in Christ.   
 Check out the flyer on the information cabinet in the nar-
thex or talk with Pastor.  The cost is either $75 or $100 depend-
ing on the accommodations you want.  
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 A retreat for men is being offered at Heit’s Point, Lincoln, 
MO the weekend of January 12-14.  Entitled “The Ultimate 
Man”, the weekend will be facilitated by Chad Starfeldt, Direc-
tor of Discipleship and Small Groups at The Lutheran Church 
of Webster Gardens in St. Louis.     
 The retreat is a chance to experience a great weekend 
“with the guys” or to just take some time for yourself.  It will 
be a time for men to inspire each other, share faith stories, and 
have a good time all at the same time.  Of course there is al-
ways the food—always good at Heit’s Point. 
 Check out the flyer on the information cabinet in the nar-
thex or talk with Pastor.  The cost is either $75 or $100 depend-
ing on the accommodations you want.  Since we have several 
men interested in going, carpooling will be offered.  So plan to 
join your Christian brothers for this retreat! 

 For more information about these special retreat weekends 
at Heit’s Point, check out their website, www.heitspoint.com or 
call toll free 877-668-2362.   
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The Lutheran Witness- It’s about your Faith, your 
Church, your World.    If you would like to renew or get a 
new subscription to The Lutheran Witness, please use the sign 
up sheet in the narthex.  If ordered and paid through the 
church, the cost is $15.00; whereas an individual subscription 
cost is $22.00.  If you place your payment in the collection 
plate, please designate it for the “Lutheran Witness”.   
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 A Sunday school teacher was teach-
ing a group of youngsters about the Israelites in the Old Testa-
ment.  She kept referring to the Jews as the “children of Israel.”  
 A little girl interrupted her, wanting permission to ask a 
question.  
 “Certainly,” the teacher responded.  
 “Well,” the child said, “you keep talking about the children 
of Israel.  The children of Israel crossed the Red Sea. The chil-
dren of Israel built the temple.  The children of Israel did this 
and did that.  Didn’t the grown-ups ever do anything?”  
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 Placing flowers in the sanctuary 
is a wonderful way to enhance our 
worship, commemorate a special oc-
casion, or remember someone who 
has passed away.  The flower chart for 
2007 is available on the wall by the 
water fountain for you to sign up on a 
specified Sunday.  Please use the dry 
erase marker on the glass and return it 
to the Velcro when you are finished 
writing.  If you have any questions, please contact Betty Kester.  
She will be glad to assist you.  
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    By Kimberly Sager (Age 6) 

(This story, written entirely by Kimberly, was submit-
ted to us by her proud mother, Jennifer, and is printed 
here for you with minimal editing—it’s that good!) 

Once upon a time there was a mommy dog and her 
little puppies. They have no owners so they had to find a 
owner. So they were off for an owner. A few minutes 
later they saw a boy so they ran to the boy. They barked 
at him he ran inside and asked his mom if he could keep 
them. But his mom said no it has to much babies. But the 
boy begged and begged but his mom said no so he sat on 
his bed.  

The dogs went to the next house very happy inside.  
“Everyone like the new dogs?” said a mom.  

“Yea!” everyone said. And the dogs moved in. The 
next day there was a surprise. Ten 
collars outside on the grass. Complete 
with license. Hurray! Said the dogs 
they had an owner. The owners put on 
the ten collars and the dogs went back 
to sleep. The next day the babies 
grew. They were one inch tall and 2 
feet wide. They went to the vet and 
went home. It was lunch time. They 
had backyard burgers, but they had to get some dog food. 
So they went to the grocery store and got some dog food 
and went home. And you know what it was night. They 
went to sleep. 

The next day their owners named the ten dogs that 
were babies. One dog was named Lovey and another was 
Annie, and another was Hope. Another named Holy, 
Sweety and Honey. There was Mansy, Jolly Holly, and 
Bunny. The last on was named Funny. The mommy was 
named Guarder because she takes care of the babies. She 
was the big dog. “We Love You Guarder,” said the little 
girl.  

“We are your owners,” said the dad.  
“Yea,” said mom.  
“And you guys will be safe,” said the boy. And they 

went to sleep. 
The next day the girl and boy did not have time to 

play with Lovey. The dad and mom did not have time to 
play with Honey. Honey and Lovey were sad that day. 
But! Lovey had an idea. They would play together and it 
was fun.  They played catch and tug-pull all day long. 
Bunny said, “Can I play?”  

“Yes,” the two said. And the seven more of them 
came in too.  

The mom said it is bed time the ten of them ran to 
bed. Mom said, “I get in first!” and she got in.  And the 
ten jumped in and went straight to sleep so they have a 
good day tomorrow. 

The next day they had a good day. If your happy and 
you know it. “Happy Birthday!” said the girl and the boy. 

“It’s your Birthday!”  
Lovey sprung up from sitting. “My Birthday?” he 

said.  
“Yes”, said his mommy dog. “Everyones birthday! It 

is dog day. Dog day!”  
“No, that’s not right,” said Lovey.  
“Yes, it is,” said him mommy.  
“Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeeeeaaaah!” said Honey. 
The dog owners thought, “Should we sell some 

dogs?”  
“Yes,” said the mom.  
And the boy and girl said, “Let’s do it!” It was almost 

Christmas. There was a sign and the dogs bed was moved. 
Children came looking at the dogs and the collars were 
off except the mom. There were five children that got a 
dog and there were five dogs left in the bed. The mommy 
dog tried to save her babies, but she couldn’t.  

“My babies!” cried the mommy dog.  
“That should do it,” said the mom owner. They went 

to sleep and the dogs went to sleep too hoping that there 
should be three more dogs that Santa 
found. 
The next day there was a little Christ-
mas tree by the dogs bed and their 
collars were there too. The owners put 
on their collars and left them on the 
whole day. The five dogs left were 
Funny, Bunny, Honey, Lovey, and 
Sweety. The girl came over and said, 

“We are going on a trip today for 2 ½ minutes!”  
“WOW!” said Dad.  
“Don’t worry dad, I am coming” said the girl.  
“Thanks Honey,” said the dad.  
“You mean thanks daughter,” said the girl.  
“Yeah!” said the dad.  
“Time to get in,” said the girl “we will have fun on 

this trip, yea, WE will have fun on this trip guys.”  
“What’s the deal guys? We’ve got everything so let’s 

go for 2 ½ minutes. Here we go,” said the girl. “Yea, we 
are at Nana and Grandpas house now” said the girl. I am 
going to take a bath, the girl said.  

“OK,” said the boy.  
“No, we have five dogs and a mommy dog and we 

have to feed them,” said the mom.  
“OK mom, but we have to make it quick,” the girl 

and boy said.  
“I’m done!” the girl said. “Now I am going to take a 

bath!”  
“OK, Sweety,” said the mom. When the girl was fin-

ished the mom said, “Now go to sleep. Count sheep.”  
“I want ice cream please,” said the boy.  
“No,” said his mom “you will have bad dreams.” 

“Now go to sleep,” the mom said.  
“OK.” The boy said. 
When the boy and girl woke up on Christmas morn-

ing they found the five dogs left, with their collars on. 
The mom and dad said, “Merry Christmas! You can keep 
the rest of the dogs.”  

“Yeah!” The boy and girl cheered. Then they all got 
dressed up to go to church to celebrate the true meaning 
of Christmas. The Birth of Baby Jesus. 
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· Dorothy Lancrain , Betty Peterson, Sarah Riese, Irene 

Schnackenberg, and Adaline Zimmer, in extended care 
facilities 

· Don Heman, at Freeman Hospital 
· Our youth as they continue raising funds to go to the 

National Youth Gathering 
· Our Nation as we embark on this new year, that our 

Lord will bless us, and that we may be an instrument of 
peace in our world. 
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