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The Youth Group
will hold their 4" an-
nual rummage sale,

Saturday, February Rummage

10", 8:30 am — 2:30 s ?alg
aturday,

pm. Thanks to you, Fob. 16

the fine folks of Good
Shepherd, your dona-

tions to this fundraiser

have always helped it

be the biggest success

in terms of total dollars raised.

Benjamin Franklin once wrote in Poor Richardmahac,
"God helps those who help themselves." The Youtiu@is
making every effort to raise money for the Natiovialith
Gathering, and pray the Lord will bless that fuaging. You
can help by bringing the items you would like tmdte to the
Youth Group trailer February"ahrough February™only.

(Continued on page 2)
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The ice storm that hit the area earlier this madethin its
wake lots of damage. While the ice has a beauitg @fwn, espe-
cially when the sun is shining, the devastatiotrées and utility
lines was tremendous.

Some areas were hit harder than others and tltefaebelp
in cleaning up is great. We are putting togethemnek team to
help Neosho, Monett and Freistatt congregatiorie@srecover
from the damage. Let Pastor know if you have anckaw or
can help move limbs. We will be scheduling somekwdays in
the next few weeks in coordination with these ceggtions.

Because of the weather we had to cancel one Sisnday
ship services and the next Sunday, while we dic ldnurch, the
attendance was small due to the icy conditionga$ti remember
to “catch up” on your offerings when this happe@ur expenses
run close to the offerings received each Sunday jfaone or two
Sundays are missed, it could put us behind findigcid hank
you for remembering.

We do not like to cancel worship services, but nvbendi-
tions call for it we will contact the local TV siams to get the
news out to you. People on the prayer chain Jgb &e alerted
and that will also help get the word out.

We will begin with a con-
cert upstairs bypuke Mason
and his band. He has performed
as a regular at Precious Mo-
ments and has a really good
show. A love offering will be
taken to cover his expenses, gs
he is not charging us anything

After that, the men and boys will serve the ladidabu-
lous dinner in the fellowship hall. The men arsoahsked to
bring a small dessert for our ever famous DessaffeB

To help us plan the food, please RSVP. You mgwy si
the sheet in the narthex, or call the church offit858-1325

Don't forget, ladies, the guys clean up, too!

Please join us and feel free to call the officgafi have
any questions.
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After the late service on
Sunday, January 38a luncheon
was held to welcome these new members to our féld.pray
they will feel the love of Christ and grow in théith along
with us here at Good Shepherd.

Group picture, back rowChristian Harris, Eric Harris,
Darrell Ideker, George Morehead Front Row:Sydney Harris
Tara Harris, Susan Idekey andLois Morehead

Oval picture,Madeleine Garouttewith dad, Michael.

Not pictured:Chris Endicott Richard & Lynn Hoerle,
Kelli McReynolds Sara PayneMike Quinly, Bruce, Judy,
Josef andSamanthaStoll, andOlivia White.

Welcome all. We are so glad to have you in owrcin
family. To God be the Glory!
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The church’s website is up and
running at www.gslc-carthage.cém
J There’s not much on it right now, but

we’'re building it up. Right now, you

can sed he Shepherd’s Staff full
color, with color pictures, too. Our monthly cadien and
weekly church announcements will also be featuathg with
other links that might be helpful. We will soorveaa link to a
site that will let you view photos from our mosteat events
here at Good Shepherd.

With the availability of the newsletter online, Wwave an
opportunity to save on postage and paper costsethas the
cost of printing, folding, etc. Each month, we sa&md to you,
by email, the link to the newsletter when it is fisted. If you
would like to receive your newsletter in this manraand save
us mailing costs, just send your email addres®taighep-
herd@ecarthage.coar leave it in the office.
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Starting on Ash Wednesday,
Feb. 21, we will be using a cha
ice (common cup) along with th
individual cups during Commun-
ion. Each time Communion is
served you will have a choice tq
use the common cup or an indi
vidual cup to receive the wine
which is Christ’s blood shed for
you.

How Communion will be
served when we start using the chalice will be &ixgld be-
fore the service. While it will be different tharhat we are
used to now, it will work out very well.

The chalice was purchased, after approval fronVite
ers’ Assembly, with special donations given fort tharpose.
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The Voters approved the pur-
chase of théutheran Service
Book, the new hymnal our synod
has put together. It will replace
The Lutheran Hymnalas our pri-
mary hymnal.

The new hymnals and the accompaniment books éor|th
organ will cost around $5,000. The cost of eaainigl is
$18.50. We plan to order 250 to place in the pews.

Some memorials have already been received towuard
purchase of the new hymn books. If you would tixeive
one or more hymnals as a memorial, you may do ddling
out the special memorial sheets found in the nartine
church office. The memorials will be listed in thiemorial
book that is located in the Narthex.

After the new books have been received, our old-hy
nals will be available for you to take home to kedney will
also be made available to any church that mighsiptsneed
them.

The Lutheran Hymnalhas served us well and with
God’s blessing theutheran Service Bookwill continue to
lead us well as we worship our God, Father, Sontwigl
Spirit.

—

(Continued from page 1)

In the last weeks of February, the Youth Group &l
selling cases of Coca-Cola products as a fundraiEeese
products will be sold at a lower price than you fiad at any
store. Though it still may be months away from swan
stock up now, and help the Youth Group!

The Youth Group continues to meet for informaldelt
ship on Wednesday evenings in the Youth Trailégou
have questions about any of the Youth projectasdecontact
Cheryl Moll, Keith Zoromski, or Justin Moll.

Thank you for your continued support of the Youth
Group and our fundraising efforts. The NationaLl¥oGath-
ering is a once-in-a-lifetime experience that Wwiihg each of
our Youth closer to the Lord.
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February 21
7:00 pm Ash Wednesday Service with
Holy Communion

February 28—March 28
Wednesday Schedule
5:30 pm Band Practice
6:00 pm Jr. Confirmation
6:00 pm Women'’s Bible Class
7:00 pm Lenten Service
8:00 pm Men’s Ensemble Practice

April 1
Palm Sunday Worship

April 5
7:00 pm Maundy Thursday Service
with Holy Communion

April 6
7:00 pm Good Friday Tenebre Service

April 8

7:30 am Easter Sunrise Service with
Holy Communion

8:30 am Easter Breakfast

9:30 am Sunday School Easter Egg
Hunt

10:45 am Easter Worship Service with

Holy Communion

1
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We want to congratulate and acknowledge Christidmsg, and his partner Levi White,
who took first place in Champ Cross-X Debate atRhekview High School Speech and De-
bate Tournament in Springfield, MO this past weekelanuary 26-27, 2007.
Our congratulations also to A. J. Stinebrook, hiscdpartner Telicia Spurgeon, for plac-

ing second in Varsity Public Forum Debate.
Christian is the son of Cathy Johns, and A. theésson of Doug & Kelli Stinebrook.

Wednesday, February 21is Ash Wednesdayhe beginning of Lent. Lentis a
40-day season of the church year that runs from\lelinesday to Holy Week
(which begins April 1 this year). During this tiptbe Bible readings, hymns, and
worship will focus on the ministry, suffering, addath of Jesus Christ.

The 40 days of Lent, not counting Sundays, iset@ ime of preparation of
our hearts to ponder Jesus’ suffering and deathdosalvation. The 40 days par-
allel the 40 days Jesus was in the wilderness greptor his formal ministry.

The start of Lent is determined by the date ot&asEaster changes each
year because it is celebrated on the first Sunftay the first full moon after the
vernal equinox. This is done to parallel the Javimar calendar and its obser-
vance of the Passover. It was during the Passbatdesus instituted the Lord’s
Supper for us.

Ash Wednesday gets its name from the practicemmiesChristians receiving a
cross of ashes on their forehead on this firstafdyent. The imposition of ashes
is often associated in the Bible with sorrow ovasswhich is one of the emphasis
of Lent. While we do not practice the impositidreshes here at Good Shepherd,
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of our Midweekht¢®e services held each
Wednesday evening during Lent at 7:00.

The liturgical color for Lent is purple. Purpkeudsed to signify repentance.
Lent is a season centered around the confessioarddins, our desire to amend
our sinful lives, and God’s willingness to forgius through the cross of Jesus.

Some Christians give up different things during_eThis is a long standing
practice of some to deny themselves something gurémt as a way to better un-
derstand the sacrifice Jesus made for them. @hestians will increase their
times to worship, to pray, to read the Bible anchexlitate. Still others use it as a
time of increased charitable giving.

However Lent is observed, it always reminds us #mthe Bible says, “all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (R®:32). But God, in his
mercy, sent his son, Jesus, to take our sins uipaself and received our punish-
ment by dying on the cross so that we might beivergand granted life in heaven
forever with him.

+ $ *
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With good attendance (and terrific goodies), thuevs’
Assembly met on Sunday evening, Jarl", 26d took action on
several important matters, including approval ef 2007
budget, approving the purchase of new hymnals, ifagra
committee to study the acquisition of a cemeteny, the feasi-
bility of moving forward with our building expansio
2007 Budget Approved

This year's budget was increased to $203,584.48, w
modest increases in salaries and expenses. Itedlsots our
continued increase in giving. Other items addetthécbudget
include support for Mike & Ann Wade in their mimgin East-
ern Europe, the replacement of our old mower, aststing the
Youth Group.

Lutheran Service Book

See article on page 2.
Church Cemetery

Sonny Elder and Rick Collins were appointed to iait-
tee to look into the acquisition of land to be datied as a
cemetery for Good Shepherd. Located on Gum Roatiwest
of County Road 170, the property is adjacent toptfesent
Curtis Cemetery, which is owned by the Elder’s fgmiAside
from the $1,000, which was authorized to coverlléggs, there
would be no cost to the church for the cemetery.

Building Expansion

The building expansion project, which was put ofdh
after construction costs skyrocketed in the wakéhethurri-
canes in late 2005, was approached once againbdiliing
committee will meet to explore our current needs te feasi-
bility of resurrecting the project. Thoughts maydiven to
Glenn Moll, Doug Dickey, Sonny Elder, Don Lovladdhn
Nicholas, David Wacker, or Pastor. This is someghihe
members of the congregation are asked to keeginghayers.

Other topics of discussion were:

Trustees The outdoor security lights have been repaired.

The addition of pole lights by Empire was found&cost-
prohibitive. Plumbing in the youth trailer is ieed of repair.

Youth Group- Eleven kids and three adults are planning
to go to the National Youth Gathering in Orlandmrida on
July 28-Aug 1, 2007. They need to raise $15,00Q;hich
they have $6,500. See the Youth Report on page thére
about their fundraising plans.

Fellowship- The 28" Anniversary dinner was a rousing
success, with too many people to count in atterelaii®ie New
Member dinner today had 88 people. The LadieshN@ut,
set for Sunday, Feb. 18, will feature Duke Masonal gospel
singer and entertainer.

Pastor’'s Report Our total attendance for 2006 averaged
192, which was down from 2005. Membership incrddse
25, bringing us to a membership of 466 baptized3gR®icon-
firmed members.

Pastor is looking at offering a church serviceaaralter-
nate day from Sunday, for those who work or trawethe
weekends. The big question remains—what night&ade talk
with Pastor if you have any thoughts on this.

Pastor also recommended that our congregatiorosupp
current Synodical President Gerald Kieschnik feelection, as
well as the current®1Vice President. Dr. William Doubek,
pastor of First Lutheran in Neosho, is also seekibtgrm as

vice president. The assembly voted to supporetlesvants.
Rick Collins reported that he completed an aufiihe
2005 church financial records and found no disanegs. He
made several recommendations on the handling ofdeand
suggested a standard operating procedure be dedelopthe
treasurer. A committee was appointed to addressethon-

cerns.

We received an e-mail note from Joe and Maddy&ter
The Sterretts were a part of thaborers for Christeamthat
help build our church building.

January 20, 200y
Dear Friends,

We think of you folks at Good Shepherd so oftehracall
the good times we had while we were with you. pyeexiate
getting the newsletter.

We have not had much for winter weather so fare T
weatherman is saying we are to get snow tonight-fatmers
would sure like to see a good blanket of snow twemwinter
wheat that is up so far due to the warm temps veeupauntil
this past weekend.

Joe and | are doing good. We keep busy with fanwWe
have five great grandsons now. Three of them are im Hol-
ton. So we get to baby sit for them often andyewjtching
them grow.

We are thankful for the good health of our faraify that
all are employed. We are thankful, too, that tlew@/ear em-
ployees are all back to work. The strike lastddrgg time and
we've “been there and done that”, so we know hovdhgis
for their families.

May God grant you all a good new year.

Love, Joe and Maddy

We love you, too, Joe and Maddy!

)

The Pryer family has a piano
for sale for $200.00. It is a mod-
ern upright with a short back. You
can contact them at 417-394-3141.
Itis a good piano, the boys just
didn’t want to practice.

The youth group will be
collecting cans of soup or other
canned goods and non-
perishable foods fo€rosslines
Sunday the 4. You can bring
your donations to church and
leave them in the biGrosslines
can in the narthex.
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From Gramma'’s Big Back Yard

By Dorothy Lovejoy, Gramma

Gramma’s Big Back Yard looked a bit dreary on this
February afternoon. Ice covered most of the grpand
where there was no ice, there was brown grassranerf
mud. The trees were dark and bare, which woul@ hav
added to the dreariness had it not been for they mean
cles that hung from the branches, shimmering aad sp
kling like crystal chandeliers in the late afternaun.

Now normally, the cold and ice would have kept d¢isin
pretty quiet, but the Forest Friends were not abmidt a
little thing like winter keep their spirits dowl.oday was
Valentine’s Day.

A Valentine’s Day party was planned, and everyone
was preparing for the festivities. It was to this
party that Candy and Felix Mouse
were headed. Their mother, Mi-
nerva Mouse, had sent Candy on
ahead with a pail of freshly-baked
heart-shaped cookies, trimmed
with pink frosting and red spar-
kles. Felix insisted on going, too,
“in case Candy needed help.”
Mother thought that was very nice
of him.

The ice crackled beneath their
feet as Candy and Felix walked along. Sud-
denly, a loud ‘thwack’ rang through the trees
as Candy slapped Felix’ paw away from the lid &f th
bucket. For the tenth time.

This sent Felix, and the bucket, tumbling across th
ground. Candy covered her eyes in fright and widive
the cat to pounce. But the cat shot right pastihtr the
tall grass. She uncovered her eyes, and watcheelni-
derment as a large Husky dog raced by, barkingycasl
he pursued the cat through the meadow. Candytilas s
shaking when Hobo, Gramma’s big golden retriever,
came running up.

“Are you two okay?” he asked, sliding to a stop. “
wish those two would stay on their side of the &enc
They're nothing but trouble.” Hobo surveyed theldi
making sure the menace was gone.

“They didn’t hurt us,” Candy said. “They just sedr
us.”

Hobo and Candy looked over at Felix, who had the
lid off of the bucket, and was looking inside. @gn
yelled, “Felix! Stay out of the cookies!”

Felix turned, and they could see he was
\\ crying. “I'm sorry, it was an accident! | did-
n’'t mean to break them!”

Hobo and Candy looked in the pail and
saw the broken remains of the cookies. Hobo
said, “Come on, kids, climb on. I'll take you
home.” The little mice scrambled up onto
I Hobo’s back. Gingerly taking the bucket handle

in his teeth, he headed back to Mouse’s home.

Once they got back, they told Minerva

about what happened. Felix was still crying.

“It's okay, Felix,” Mom assured him, “we still

have plenty of frosting. We can fix them, and
they'll be sweeter than ever.”

Minerva led Felix to the kitchen, and perched him o

“Leave the cookies alone,” snapped Candy. “They'rea stool. He watched in amazement as his mothefulkyr

for the party!”

“I just wanted to smell them again,” replied Felix.
“They smell so good!”

Candy just kept walking. She noticed Felix eyeing
the pail again, so she held it up over her heaix Baw
this as a challenge and jumped up, trying to gnab t
bucket handle. He missed, and Candy laughed.

“I'm still bigger than you are, Felix!” she giggled

“Gimme the bucket, Candy! Gimme!”

Candy danced around with the bucket over her head,

as Felix ran and jumped in circles around her. fdreler
Candy laughed, the madder Felix got, and the lohder
yelled. “GIMME! GIMME!" Felix finally caught the
handle of the bucket. “Leggo! Gimme!” he criediasy
wrestled for control of the goodies.

“Stop it, Felix!” Candy hollered, hanging on tightl
They were so wrapped up in these games of “keegrawa
and “tug-o-war” that they didn’t notice the hugedk cat
running toward them.

“YOWL!” the feline cried out as he charged in.
Candy looked up and shrieked, letting go of thekbtic

placed the broken cookie pieces on the table, dssam-
bled each cookie like a little puzzle. Using thasfing
like it was Elmer’s Glue, she pasted the piecesttogy
and frosted them again. When she was done, these w
no way to tell they had ever been broken.

“Candy, did you see what Mom did!?!” Felix ex-
claimed in excitement. “She fixed all the littledrts, just
like new!” Felix was so excited. “No, they're batthan
new—now they have evanorefrosting!”

“So Felix, do you feel better?” Minerva asked. He
nodded and gave her a big hug. “Felix, you knoat th
Jesus can fix a broken heart, too, just like wedithese
cookies. When you are sad, and feel like yourthsar
broken, he can use his love, just like sweet fingstand
fix your heart better than ever.

Felix smiled. “I think he just did. Thanks, Mom.”

(Reprinted from the 2002 issue
of The Shepherd’s Staff)
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Don H., a patient in Freeman Hospital;

Lucille H., Dorothy L., Betty P, Sarah R, Irene S,
andAdaline Z., in extended care facilities;

Our youth as they continue raising funds to go to the
National Youth Gathering;

All the folks effected adversely as a result of the ice
storm;

Our congregation, as we consider the need for building
expansion;

All men and womenin the armed services, especially
those in harms way.

—Give the Gift of Life—

Community Blood Center of the Ozarks
will be set up in the Youth Trailer,

Sunday, February 11", from 8:30 am to 12:30 pm

1& $# "$&H#

(Rescheduled from January date, due to ice storm)



