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l@ 8:15 am Worship Service
10:45 am Worship Service with Holy Communion
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7:30 am Sunrise Worship Service with Holy Commouani
8:30 am Easter Breakfast
9:30 am Sunday School Easter Egg Hunt

10:45 am Easter Worship Service with Holy Communion




The Women'’s Class will resume their studies of‘fhee
Unexplained, Miracles, Mysteries and More” on Wesitagy,

fascination about what some call the “mysteriekfef, like
dreams, near-death experiences, miracles, ets@ tlfen you
are just the person for this study, because itegplthe rela-
tionship between science, technology, and faitky tigs rela-
tionship affects our culture, and how we can béilicre-
spond. Everyone is invited.

If you have any questions, please call the officé17-
358-1325.
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It's that time of year again to sign up to helghnkeep-
ing the church lawn cut and trimmed. If you wolike to
help, please sign the sheet in the narthex otlwalthurch
office. As we get closer to “grass cutting timeSchedule
will be posted so you will know which week you wik cut-
ting or trimming.

The lawn is divided into two parts and it takeeéhto
four hours to cut each part. The congregationblodis a rid-
ing (the big mean green machine) and push mowesedf
you want. You will need to use your own trimmer.

Your volunteering to help with the lawn saves ¢be-
gregation hundreds of dollars each year. The merbave
sign up, the fewer times you will have to mow. nlibie lawn
crew today.
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Add color and beauty to our church grounds byrtgki
over, “adopting”, one of the flower beds. There tree to
choose from; the flag pole area, the one in fréthe Good
Shepherd sign, and the one close to the churcteadidor. If
you are the first to volunteer, you get the firstp
The beds will be yours to do with as you wish. N ask
that you tend them after you plant your choicel@ivérs, etc.

Interested? Talk with Mary or Pastor if this @reething
you might like to take on.

April 11™ at 6:30 pm. Are you interested in, or have a kihd
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May is just around the

corner, and if you are one of

the folks who will be graduat

ing from either high school, college, or a tradiecsd, we

want to know about it. The May edition of the Sheul’s

Staff will be designated as “the graduate issu@ease get a

picture and a biography of yourself to the churoHater than

April 25", We want to make sure you are recognized for all

your accomplishments and we want to hear about fgdure

plans. Parents, help us out with this; we wantyore in-

cluded.

From the LWML
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The 2007 Spring Rally for the District Lutheran
Women’s Missionary League (LWML) will be
held on May 8, at Grace Lutheran Church, 112(
S. Park Avenue, Aurora. Registration begins at
2:30 pm, and the meeting will begin at 3:00 pm,

Please contact the office by April"38 you
plan to attend.
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The Community Blood Center of the Ozarks will lzah
ing a blood drive here, in the Youth Trailer, Supdapril
15" from 8:30 am to 12:30 pm.

It takes 275 blood donations a day to fill thedsef
patients in the thirty-six area hospitals, whickupplied
solely by the Community Blood Center of the Ozarks.

Please, we need your help. Give the gift of Lyfr
blood. Thank you for supporting this very impottaommu-
nity service.
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Jr. Confirmation will be held Sunday, May"during
the 10:45 a.m. service. This year we have sevanypeo-
ple who will be confessing their faith through Rite of
Confirmation.
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We rejoice withCorey
& Rhonda S(on the left) af
the baptism of their daugh
ter,Lilian Raye. Lilian was
born February 12, 2007.
Lilian’s sponsors are Kelly
& Michele B., and Brett &
Melissa S. Her proud ma-

ternal grandparents are Ron

& Barbara S. The family lives in Springfield.

We also rejoice witfBrandon B.andMary S.(on the right) at the baptism of their sdackson Taylor. He was born on De-
cember 22, 2006. His sponsors are Emily M., Kardte Taylor G., and Katie S. Jackson’s matermahdparents are Rick & Su

S., and his maternal great-grandmother is Marilyn N

We ask for God'’s continued blessings on both tish#dren and their families.
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Come join hundreds of other Southwest Missourheut
ans for a fun filled night of baseball and firewsrkSix hun-
dred chair back seats have been reserved for Fridiy6"
on the third base side. Game time is 7:10 pm.

The cost per seat is $6.00, with $1.00 of evexleti go-
ing to support Missouri State University’s LutheiStudent
Center.

Be thinking about heading to Springfield for a fuight at
the ballpark. The folks who went last year saitas a good
time. Jim G. will be the “go to guy” about infortian and
the purchasing of tickets. The sign up sheethélplaced at
the information center in the narthex after Apfl We need
to place our order for tickets by Jurié 1
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You are cordially invited to attend an Open House 3
Groundbreaking on Good Friday, April 6, 2007, & tiew
Carthage Crisis Center, 100 South Main Street,hag-.
Open house with guided tours is 2:30 - 4:30 pmouBd-
breaking ceremony is at 3:15 pm.
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TheLutheran Service Book ]
the new hymnal that will be re-
placingThe Lutheran Hymnah the pews, should be coming
sometime this month, according to Concordia Pubslgsh
House, the publishers of the book. The books wetered in
January, but because so many congregations wengiclgato
the new hymnal, they were out. More books aredgpimted
to be ready in April.

The new hymnal has been well received througHhuaut t
LCMS. Many find it very readable and the hymnsthbald
and new, easy to sing. It may take some time tagged to it
but it promises to serve the church for many yeaome.

Once the new book is in place, the copie$hu Lu-
theran Hymnalvill be available for families to take home
with them. The song bodkil God’'s People Singiill remain
in the pews as an additional hymn resource.
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“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego! | told you nve
play with fire!”

“Noah! No, you can’t keep them! How many timesld
have to tell you, don’t bring home any more strays.

“David! 1told you not to play in the house withat
sling! Go practice your harp. We pay good morantiiose
lessons.”
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On Sunday, March 35 members of the congregation par-
ticipated in a pie & servant auction to benefit ¥auth Group.
Participants had the opportunity to bid on dondtechemade
pies for their eating pleasure, and also on youblig members
who would be servants to the highest bidder. Wittstanding
support from all in attendance, the Youth Groupedinearly
$2,000.00 (including $250.00 in Thrivent matchingds).
These funds will be used to help Youth membersdttee 2007
National Youth Gathering in Orlando, Florida, irfyJu

Good times were had by all. With Keith Z. servagjauc-
tioneer, the evening was filled with unexpectednésieJust ask
Justin M. who outbid all others when Keith notidexlwas
stretching with his hands up in the air. That athéie needed to
proclaim Justin as volunteering for the next biidwas truly an
evening to remember!

THANKS to all who came and supported the Youth Groupand Corinne Waggoner, attended the Missouri DisiricHigh

With your continued help, they will have the oppmity to have
a once in a lifetime experience by attending thédwal Youth
Gathering.
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The Youth Group has a busy month ahead. On Fridal
6™, they will be holding a lock-in event. Numerowsidties
will fill the evening, as they are “locked in” thiiler. Members
are encouraged to bring along a friend to joirhim fun!

Also, starting this month, the Youth Group will &&lling
fancy bakery items as a National Youth Gatheringlfaiser.
This sale will begin the Sunday after Easter, Ap8l. Be
watching for further announcements and more infoionare-
garding these delicious items.

The Youth Group continues to have weekly mid-wiedk
lowship gatherings at 6:00 pm on Wednesday eveniAdjsare
encouraged to attend and to bring a guest!

The Youth Group and it's leaders would like toesd to
each of you, happy Easter greetings. We look foiva seeing
and serving you Easter Sunday, as we will be hglpérve the
Easter Breakfast.

God Bless,
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Those who attended the retreat are (from fronitkp Kyle
D., Lucas P., Kayla A., Julie W., Jennifer S., HricTimmy
W., Blaine W., Corinne W., Bob W.

These eight young people along wiitle brave onesBob

Retreat at Camp Windermere at Roach, MO, over t#ekend
of March 23-25. The theme w&wod Wireless. . . No Dropped
Calls. Over 600 other youth were there, too. Needlesayp
they had a good time. They thank the congregdtioprovid-
ing the funds to attend.

4, .
)0 7>

Dr. Paul Maier will present a seminar for the Nor#ist
Arkansas, Southwest Missouri, and Northeast Oklaharea
on Saturday, May's The title iS'"CHRISTIANITY and the
COMPETITION - Who is Right?"

Dr. Maier is a Professor of Ancient History at \iéen
Michigan University. He is a widely acclaimed amtland
speaker and is one of our country's leading autheron the
Biblical world. His seminars add a fresh dimendiothe
Scriptures, illuminating them with important evidernfrom
archaeology and secular history.

This special event will be held at Bella Vista hetan
Church, 1990 Forest Hills Blvd., Bella Vista, AR715.
Doors will open at 9:00 am for registration andfeef The
seminar will start at 9:30 am and should last wpiproxi-
mately 3:30 pm.

Tickets for the seminar are $15.00 for the seramear
lunch, $10.00 for the seminar only, and $5.00 fodents.
Tickets are available in the church office, or bgiling a check
payable to Bella Vista Lutheran Church. Pleasé&atd the
type and quantity of tickets desired. Tickets Ww#l mailed to
you if a self-addressed, stamped envelope is iedudther-
wise, mail ordered tickets may be picked up durggjstration.
Tickets must be purchased and money received by 2g5.

Additional information, including directions todfchurch,
can be obtained by visiting www.bvlutheran.conby calling
the church office at 479-855-0272.

)
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From Gramma’s Big Backyard
1" 3
by Dorothy L.

It was a wonderful day to be outdoors and a petfew for
friends to get together in Gramma’s Big Back Yaltwas
Easter. Medville and Minerva Mouse were there whtkir little
mice-ren; this was the first family get-togethespfing. Little
bunny Clarence came dragging a bag of carrots. blhay
cousins hopped through the meadow to join theVidss. Even
Teddy Turkey flew in, his first time at such a gathg. This
was going to be a great picnic. Everyone had brbtigeir fa-
vorite foods to share. A log was dusted off amgeced with a
red-checkered cloth, and the food was set out.

Tablecloths and blankets were spread around tmsiEve-
ryone gathered around the buffet table (log). Jdwngsters
pushed and shoved, each one wanting to be first.

Grandpa Bunny stood up, holding his arms in thecagall
for silence, and cleared his throat with a loudMBM." When
everyone had quieted down, he said, "Welcome, faeaity and
friends, to our Easter celebration. | see manyphew forest
friends here today. We are so happy to have eunerjiere. It is
now time to ask the blessing. The bunny familyt lgidd us in a
thanksgiving prayer."

Teddy Turkey suddenly leaped up, "No! No! Please&tdzat
me! | don't want to be a Thanksgiving dinner!"

Grandpa Bunny stifled a laugh, as tlié others as they real-
ized why Teddy was so frightened. Poor Teddy wasars.
Mother Goose put her comforting wing around Tedaly a
reassured him, "Oh, Teddy, now don't carry on\&f
all know that you are here to enjoy dinner, not be
dinner."

"Yeah." said Brian Bunny, "we have V
carrots and celery for Easter.”

"Now, then," Grandpa Bunny contm—‘
ued, "Let's ask God's blessing on this foo
SO we can start eating." Little paws and feath
wings were folded as the prayer of thanksgiving
was recited by many little voices. Then the dinmegan. There
was a lot of conversation, laughter, and sharinfpad and
drink. Teddy Turkey ended up sitting with Medvidad
Minerva. The bunny cousins and the mice-ren, ltpeaten
rather quickly, were playing a great game of thgddy was so
glad to be here with all of his new friends, buthething was
nagging at him. Finally, he sat down, with his ggrand tail
feathers drooping around him.

"Hey, Ben!" Teddy yelled. "Come here a minute!"

Benjamin Bunny hopped up to Teddy. "What's up?" he
asked.

"What is this Easter thing you guys are talkingaBt
Teddy inquired. "Why is everyone so excited abtiut

Benjamin was aghast. "You don't know about EaStae?
cried. Everyone stopped what they were doing atkdeged
around.

"No," replied Teddy, "I've never heard of it."

"Do you know about Christmas, or Palm Sunday, cod>0
Friday?" Brian Bunny asked.

Teddy shook his head, "Nope. The only holidaydwn
about is Thanksgiving, and that one scanes”

Lindsey Bunny asked him, "So, you don't know alibat
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cross that Jesus died on?" "Or the tomb that heegrom?"
asked Ben.

Teddy said, "No, | don't know about any of thabutcl
someone explain it to me?"

"Well," said Grandpa Bunny, "Medville has been gtud
ing this in his Bible. I'm sure he could sharehvieddy what
Easter is all about.”

Medville hurried forward and replied, "Thanks, Gdpa
Bunny, I'd love to tell Teddy what I've learned.”

"You see," Medville began, "Jesus is the son of.Gdd
was born long ago to be our Savior and our King. thlight
that we are all sinners, and that we all do wrdmiggs, but
that through him, we can be saved and go to heaVhis.
really upset the religious leaders where he was tlagy de-
cided to get rid of him. So they sent soldiersrlfim, beat
him, and sentenced him to death. They made fininofand
because he said he was a king, they made a crogimaqgb
thorns, and pushed it onto his head. They madechimy a
large wooden cross up the side of a hill, nailed td it by his
hands and feet, and stood it up for him to diesus hung
there throughout the day, until late afternoon, nvhe died."

"He died?! That's terrible!" Teddy was shocked.

"Yes," Medville continued, "it was terrible. Jesfrends
took him down from the cross, wrapped his bodyriers,
and took him to a tomb, where they laid him insidehuge
stone was rolled in front of the entrance, andiscddyuarded
the tomb. Jesus' mother and friends were so sad.”

Teddy was confused. "So that's it? You celebreses)

death’? That's an awful thing to celebrate."
Grandpa Bunny smiled, "No, Teddy, we don't cele-
brate Jesus' death. Let Medville tell you the oést
the story."
Medville was smiling, too. "That's right. Jesus
died, but then three days later, on what we call
Easter Sunday, the most wonderful thing hap-
pened! Jesus aroseHe came back alive!"
"He came back to life? That's incredible!” Teddy r
marked.

"That's Jesus!" said Medville. "He took all of aims on
himself when he died on the cross, so that whesrdee, he
conquered death and sin.”

"And by believing in Jesus," Grandpa Bunny addea "
can be free from sin, and have eternal life with.hiThe Bible
is full of God's promises."

"Wow!" Teddy exclaimed.
want to know more!"

Medville reached behind him. "It just so happédrat t
have a Bible right here. The cousins gave usaihésat
Christmas, and it changed our lives. It filledwith so much
happiness that we like sharing the Good News."

Grandpa Bunny said, "The promise of Easter Surglay i
ours for the taking. You have to know Him, beliéwedim,
and follow Him. Living for Jesus—because He diedus—
that's what counts. Right, kids?"

"AMEN!" shouted the Forest Friends.

"I need to read that Blble

Happy Easter!
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Howard South, recovering from heart surgery;

Lucille Hanna, Sarah Rieselrene Schnackenberg
andAdaline Zimmer, in extended care facilities;

Our youth as they continue raising funds to go to the
National Youth Gathering;

All men and womenin the armed services, especially
those in harms way.

Mike & Ann Wade, and their work in the mission fields
of Russia.

All those who have yet not come to know Jesus Christ as
their risen Savior.
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