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October 31 is Halloween. It is the second most profitabléiday for busi-
ness, Christmas being the first. But is it a akifds holiday for dress up and can
treats or is it a celebration of evil and of theitke Where does Halloween come
from? What is its history?

A look at the word itself helps us to understasdreaning.Hallow in old
English meansoly or sacred. Hallow's Ever Halloweensimply means the
“evening of holy persons” and refers to the evertiafpre All Saints Day, which i
November 1 on many Christian calendars.

The early church honored the many martyrs who thiethe faith during the
Roman persecution by setting aside a special desmember them. In 607 the
beautiful Pantheon temple in Rome, originally buil27 BC by Agrippa in honor
of Augustus’s victory at Actium and dedicated tpider, was given by the Em-
peror Phocas to Pope Boniface IV. He quickly reembthe statues of Jupiter and
the other pagan gods and consecrated the Panthéalhgaints” who had died
from the Roman persecutions in the first three hedgears after Christ.

During the dedication of the Pantheoratbhallowsin 609, a procession of 2
carriages brought the bones of martyrs from theuarcemeteries to the church.

In the following years, a festival of All Hallows @ll Saints Day honoring all maf-

tyrs spread throughout the western part of the RoETapire.

In the eighth century, Pope Gregory Il moved therch festival of All Saints
to November 1, partly to substitute for the popular pagan celtibn of the Celtic
New Year, which honored both the Sun god and Sambard of the Dead. Itis
here that the duel message of Halloween begins.

The Celts believed that at the New Year the daadecback to mingle among
the living. They were greeted with tables loadétth food. After feasting, maske

and costumed villagers, representing the souleetiead, paraded to the outskirfs

of the town leading the ghosts away. Horses, daoréhe Sun god, were often
sacrificed, and there are some records of humaifisaduring the festival.

Even though such pagan practices were forbiddeghdghurch, many held o
to their pagan beliefs along with their Christiggliéfs. The devil became absorb
into the magical world of fairies, goblins and img3emons were said to appear
animal forms.

In the tenth century, Abbot Odilo of Cluny begaec
brating the day following “All Saints’ Day”, Novenai 2
as “All Souls’ Day” to honor not just the martytsyt all
Christians who had died. People would pray fordéad,
many other superstitions continued and food wasreff to
the dead.

Throughout the Middle Ages, witchcraft and the wo
ship of Satan continued to find followers and althio the
church destroyed the pagan temples, it never érthyli-
cated pagan beliefs.

During the first two hundred years in America, ldalken was not observed.
But with the large Irish immigration in the 184@ad their Roman Catholic heri-
tage, the holiday became more popular. Many obttieCeltic beliefs and prac-
tices were perpetuated in its celebration.
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Martin Luther spent Halloween
(Hallow’'s Eve) October 31, 1517 nailing
his 95 theses on the church door of the
Castle Church in Wittenberg. Many say it
was the beginning of the Reformation.
But why on Halloween?

The Castle Church held a large col-
lection of supposed religious relics.
Pieces of bones from saints, locks of hair
from martyrs, a piece of the true cross, a
twig from Moses’ burning bush, bread
from the Last Supper, a veil sprinkled

ith the blood of Christ—all were vener-
ated and held in holy awe by the people.

here were over 17,000 pieces and the
church taught that paying the special fee
and viewing the relics would shorten a
soul’s stay in purgatory by 1,902,202
years and 270 days. They were to be ex-
hibited on All Saints Day, November 1.

This was one teaching Luther chal-
lenged in his 95 theses. He challenged
scholars to debate the virtue of indul-
gences, the church’s teaching that by cer-
tain works a person could hasten his en-
trance into heaven. Luther publicly pro-
fessed the free and gratuitous remission of
sin, not by relics, papal pardons or indul-
gences, but by faith in Jesus Christ.



(Continued from page 1)

Today, the holiday re-
mains popular and many of
its practices still mirror the
old Celtic pagan beliefs, but
it is observed neither as a
religious or as a pagan holi-
day by most. While the
wearing of masks and cos-
tumes and walking around
in the dark once was used td
imitate the dead lost in the
world of darkness, today it
is the fun of dressing up as a
favorite character that delights our children. WHhe phrase
“trick or treat” is derived from the Druid supet&in that souls
of the dead in the world of darkness were hungriherfestal
day and these were appeased with food or elseigkesirthe
tricks and curses of Samhain, the lord of deatigyat is the
words that get you candy. The candle in the pumpiay
have come from the instruction of the Druid pridetspeople
to extinguish their fires and make sacrifices ® ambhain.
They then gathered around a fire of sacrifice—tlntig be a
sacred fire—and took fire from that to rekindleitteavn
hearths in a vegetable carved to carry the firedoifoday, a
pumpkin is something to be carved with your fanaihd
lighted to show it off.

As Lutherans, Halloweenetening of holy peoplewill
always be more than trick or treating. It is tlag do remembe
Luther posting the 95 Thesis on the church do®ittenberg,
Germany. On our church calendar, Octobéti8hot Hallow-
een, it is Reformation Day.
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Both the kitchen and the Sunday School benefinfyour
efforts to cut and save the UPC Symbols from thelkon all
the Best Choice products you purchase. For eveéd9 ve
collect, we receive $30.00. There are manila expes in both
the kitchen and the information center, where ya drop off
your collection of saved UPC symbols.

We thankStella Q, who for years has taken care of count-
ing and redeeming the labels, and then using theegnto pur-
chase items needed in the kitchétaren M.handles this for
the Sunday School, which uses the money to hghuiichasing
needed supplies. Karen just recently receivedla0B6check
from the redeemed labels.

Carol L. will now be taking on the responsibility for Stella
and let's make sure she and Karen stay good and boistart
cutting and saving.

By Keith Z.

On Sunday, September'3ew Youth Group officers
were elected for the 2007-2008 term. They are:

PresidentKaty S.

Vice PresidentKayla D.

SecretaryNicole K.

TreasurerJulie W.

AmbassadorsAd S.andAli V.

Photographerd:uke P, Julie W, Joey R.

Mark Your Calendars!

The Youth Group will again hold &fink Flamingd fund-
raiser from Oct 28 - Nov 3. Congregation mem-
bers will be able to pay to have pink flamingos ()
placed in other member’s yards! You can avoid
paying the fee to have them removed by buying f%
insurance. This fundraiser will support the Youth ,;;
trip to the LCMS District gathering this summer. '

Details will be included in the bulletin in later
weeks.

The annual 70 and Over Dinner will be held Sundioy,
vember 1f. We invite all members of the congregation 70 and
over to be dined at the service of the youth grotipis year’s
theme will be patriotic in honor of Veterans Day.

The Youth Group Lock-in will be held Friday, No¥'2
All members of the High School Youth are invitedattend and
bring a friend!

Weekly fellowship gatherings continue to be held on
Wednesdays at 6:30 pm in the Youth trailer. Aghhschool
youth are invited to attend!

In the month of
November, The Quilting
Group will be offering
handmade quilts and cro-

- cheted hot pads for sale.
They will be displayed in
the Fellowship Hall, and
will be for sale on two

Sundays, the®and 11". The quilts will range in price, de-

pending on material and size; the pot holdershél$3.00
for one, or two for $5.00.

The ladies have designated all the proceedswgart
purchasing something for the church remodelingsibbsa
stained glass window.
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Can you believe it was only five years ago (orgdibseem much longer than that?) when we wertedisy the now infa-
mous Pas'tour Schnackenberger? The followinglarigsca reprint from the October 2002 issue of$hepherd’s Staff. Enjoy!

God's love and laughe
& $% ' "§%

Not only did we have the privilege of meeting Pasr Schnackenber-
ger, but we had the honor of seeing his cuisingt’@ttooking, in French)
demonstration first hand. It was both action packed enlightening.

The French Master Chef (who spoke with a sligbtran accent) re-
ceived his degree from The Paris School of Theql@poking, and Wood-
working, all talents portrayed in his demonstratidghwas amazing to see
how he could use his woodworking skills to master difficult task of slic-
ing and dicing using only a hatchet and circulav.s&Ve were treated to a
four-course meal of soup, sandwiches, fruit, andfimafor dessert. (The
muffins were provide by innocent bystander, Sandy D

Pas’tour shared his famous, which also happels ks favorite, sand-
wich. Itis a salami, mayo, peanut butter, tonw@tmbination. Hurray, for
all those brave ladies who gave it a try. In daddityou know what? Some
came back for seconds!

We also learned how God, in his wisdom, has [psioats of ingredients
together to form us, a perfect recipe in His sighte all might not have the
same ingredients, which makes us who we are, bdtkBew what he was
doing when he “put us together”. He could then S&yell done thou good
and faithful servant.”

Y7o &7 &fre &f7

+ H

I 11 -
7
The Voters’ Assembly will meet on Sunday evening,
Oct. 28". Included on the evening’s agenda are: view and

# $% discuss the plans for the remodeling of the chuetdtgtion of

2008 officers, discuss and approve the budget, raalexi-

Our very own men’s ensemblBhe Shepherd’s Own sion on the church cemetery, as well as hear refram the
will be singing the “Lord’s Prayer” in the Maple &&Gospel| | various officers and board chairpersons. o
Sing, October 1%, 7:00 pm, at the Carthage Senior High Each communicant member 18 and over is eligible td
School Auditorium. The Maple Leaf Gospel Sing e @f become a part of the Voters’ Assembly. The Votéssem-
the major events of the Maple Leaf Festival week. bly is the governing body of the congregation ardnsed

Show up and lethe Shepherd’s Owknow we support your input. _ _ _
them, and are proud to call them ‘our own’. It'scaa won- The time of the meeting will be determined by the
derful way to let the community see how Good Shephe church council went it meets Octobef™ahd announced in
Lutheran Church cares, through sharing God’s love. the Sunday bulletin.
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9:00 am-Quilters You don't have to know how to quilt
to join this group each Tuesday morning. If yono tie a
knot, you're in! How about coming some time toityis
there’s always room for more, and we welcome yaun-<

pany.
& !

5:30 pm-Band Practice Young or old, or anywhere in-
between, if you play an instrument you are welcéon@in
us.

6:30 pm-Jr. Confirmation Pastor has class with th8 7
& 8™ graders where they learn about Christian faithiheran
doctrine, and how it applies to their lives.

6:30 pm-Women'’s Class A very relaxed class where
the ladies take turns leading various topics ofigach
week. They meet in the kitchen, (wouldn’t you knowthe
Fellowship Hall. A light meal is enjoyed as cléggins.

6:30 pm-Youth Group All high school students meet
in the Youth Trailer for fellowship, and yes, briadgriend.

7:00 pm-Men’s Ensemble Practicelf you can sing in
part harmony and enjoy singing in a group, come .

o !

9:30 am-Bible Study & Fellowship If you're free on
Thursday mornings and would enjoy Bible study taaual,
relaxed atmosphere, join us on Thursday morningisdr-el-
lowship Hall. We start the morning with coffee azwhversa-
tion (between 9-9:30 am), then Pastor leads usigysg the
book of Exodus. Everyone is welcome.

How is being a Christian like being a pumpkin?
God sees us, picks us out of the dirt, cleandfusates
the yucky material out of us by forgiving us, patsmile on

our faces and places a shining light within usditrers to see.

Jesus said: “Let your light shine before othevsthsit
they may see your good works and give glory to yeather
in heaven.” Matthew 5:16, NRSV
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The paid position of nursery attendant for thet30:
am service has become available. If you are istede
please contact the church office. You may also ask
Cathy Johns, who previously held the positionpifi y
would like more information about what all is inved.
The position pays $20.00 each Sunday. If more than
one person applies, the Board of Elders will intmw
the applicants to select.
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Pastor & Gerry are going on a much deserved \atati
and will be out of town Oct. 2through Oct. 2. We wish
them a fun and safe vacation, and pray for thdée savel.

On Sunday, Oct. 1% Pastor Lowell Rossow will be ouf
guest speaker and lead us in worship for both eesvi On
Sunday, Oct. 21, Pastor David Johns will be with us for bgth
services.

We are happy and thankful to both Pastor Rossalv an
Pastor Johns for their willingness to lead us imshig while
Pastor Schnackenberg is away.

If you need pastoral care during this time, plezakthe
church office to contact an elder.
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Yep, it's that time a’ year agin fer ever'one 1t pn yer Sunday worst, ferget to shave n’
comb out yer hair, and come to church to chow dowsome a’ the best vittles (that’s hobo talk
for good food) you ever tasted! Stew that’s bé&itbta used to make! That's right, it's our an-
nual Hobo Supper!

The fun begins at 5:00 pm on Sunday, O
tober 28". Just bring some a’ yer own pre-cooked stew (edris okay; yer
fav'rit homemade recipe is better), or you can ¢psome cooked vegetables of
meat to toss in. We'll throw it all in the big péhat’s sitting on an open fire,
and get it good and hot.

Come dressed in hobo attire, or just come dresaswdll, but whatever you
do, make sure you join us for this fun eveningallfcome now, ya hear?
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