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Included with this month’s newsletter is a speoi#ring envelope to help
pay down the church debt, hopefully to a zero baddvy the end of the year.
The Voters, at their last meeting, approved theigpeffering and set the goal
of the zero balance.

Sunday, Decembef"9has been designated as the ingathering dayifor t
special offering. You can, of course, give youeapl offering at any time.

After our regular monthly payment of $2,650 on Bmber 21, we still
owed $84,046 of the original debt of $363,825 oidged in 1995 when we built
our present church building. While we, blessedslog, have done a good job |of
e Paying down the debt, with the help of some spetoalations, the Voters felt
e B SY  that if we could pay it off by the end of the yétazould free the $2,650 we pay
each month now to be applied to new projects irfih&e, such as the proposged
church expansion to be voted on early next year.
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Some of the money to accomplish this will comerfrexisting church funds. We try to keep at le@&,800 in reserve fd
operation expenses, but the surplus funds that haiveeen designated will now be applied to theahdebt. That could
amount to over $45,000 by the end of the year.t Tadainly will help.
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The rest will need to come from our special offgs. Some members are giving cash donations ¢hdirectly to the
debt reduction. Some are giving their specialraifgs as a dedication to someone, or as a menajrimeone special to
them. Others are giving stocks, bonds or spedial fgom their IRAs (see a related story abous tihom Thrivent on page 7)
as a way to pay down our debt. If we all do whatoan above what we usually do, our present chdebhwill be paid down
much more quickly than scheduled. That would inldee a blessing to the work of the congregation.
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Yes, we're using a play on
words, and Adam would never say
he was the center tiie offense, but he definitely is the center
lineman_forthe offense of the University of Missouri Tigers.
He was chosen to the Big 12 all conference teanisaimd
contention for the Remington Award, which is theasav
given to the nation’s top center in college footb@ldam, a
senior at Mizzou, has started every game sinc&dstman
year, and has gotten the reputation of being tlet,dout very
dedicated member of the Tiger team.

Adam is the son of Curt & Holly S. We wish himlies
he finishes his college football career, and aadwances

The Missouri State University toward the possibility of playing in New Orleanstie na-
Marching Pride Band, of which Anna is a member| lagl tional title game.
leading off the televised parade in Pasadena, @GAanuary
1% Proud parents, Dave & Lora W., and sister Jalie
making the trip to California and are excited abchéering on
Anna and the Pride Band.

Be sure to watch the parade on TV; maybe youtllage 2
glimpse of Anna marching with the band, or see enber of
family in the crowd.

Congratulations, Anna, you make us proud!
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( ) We congratulate Walter Resa,
* coach at Webb City High School, wha
+ was named the Joplin All-area Softbal
Coach of the Year. We also congratu® - —

& late him for a very successful season, as he kd\tbbb City
Lady Cardinals Softball Team to the state champignstle.

In October, Rick was hon- Way to go, Coach!!!
ored for his volunteerism by Gen-
| eral Mills at their home office in
" Minneapolis. He received the
Vanguard Volunteer Award from General Mills This
award recognize'employees who demonstrate a strong com- *_l_
mitment to service, generate noticeable impact,iaggire
others to act."(Those selected are from all company employ-
ees, not just those in Joplin.) The award recaghltis ser- - )
vice as a volunteer with Habitat for Humanity (barem-
ber, volunteer, and construction manager), andntegr for
Big Brothers Big Sisters as a member of the boérirec-
tors, and as a youth mentor.

In the company newsletter article, Rick was quated
saying the following''l have always felt fortunate for what |
have and feel a need to do whatever | can to hislers who
are in need," says Rick. "The gratitude expressethé peo-
ple you help is genuine and the friendships yoldtare very

Here is an excerpt from minutes |
read at the last Carthage School Bog _
Meeting. The Board acknowledged a|
complimentary letter from a parent
regarding Mr. Keith Z., junior high
social studies teacher, and expressed their apptieci for
Mr. Z.’s enthusiasm, teaching skills, and abiliyiispire and
motivate his students.

In Keith’s own words, “Not really a big deal,” bwe

rewarding." . .
Congratulations, Rick, for receiving this well desed d|hsagrhe]?. Kle'th’ we are proud to have you as eopaur
award! church family.
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From Linda Danner, Parish Nurse
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Did you know your fingernails can tell a doctdiohabout your health. Way back when | was insmg school, | learned
about a couple of health conditions that could shpvin the nails. It seems that since those atays of medicine (ha-ha),
more attention has been paid to the condition efonails as an indicator of a disease procedsitody. Just this week thete
was a lengthy article in the Globe about this. cAldogged onto the Internet and the first articleund was about fingernail
changes giving clues to your health. | thoughtdtld be interesting to share some of these with y@emember when you
read this, that these nail conditions may indithéeassociated condition, but it also could jusabmitritional deficit. You can
find out more about this owebMD.comor in the Thursday, Sept®#dition of the Joplin Globe.

Nail Appearance Associated Condition

White nails Liver disease, ex. Hepatitis
Yellow, thickened, slow growing Lung diseasr, Emphysema
Yellow with some blue at base Diabetes

Half white/half pink Kidney disease

Red nail beds Heart Disease

Pale or white nail beds Anemia

Pitting or rippling of nalil Psoriases or inflamatory disease
Red lines at base Connective tissueadisdupus
Dark lines beneath nail Melanoma

Brittle soft nails, ridges or bumps Thyroid dider

Nail bending, bumps on surface Rheumatoid Aithrit

O+

Sarah was re-
ceived by her Lord
Thursday, Novem-
ber 21, 2007 at
5:57 a.m. at the age
of 91. She was
born July 27, 1916,
in Laona, WI and
moved to Joplin
from Houston, TX
in 1994.
- 2+ Sarah was a very accomplished piano player, arsdawa
church organist for over 50 years. She had beesident of
During a private ceremony on Wednesday, November  St. Luke’s Nursing Center, Carthage, for a numifgears.

21%, Paige received the sacrament of Holy Baptism. Her funeral service was held Saturday, Novembé&r 841:00
Paige was born January 4, 2007 in Flagstaff, AZian pm. at Parker Mortuary Chapel, Joplin. Internmeas at
the daughter of Paul & Sarah W. Osborne Memorial Cemetery.
Doug & Joyce A. are the proud maternal grandparent Sarah is survived by three daughters and one son.
Pictured are, front row: Jaden M., Christi M., dey Doug Daughter and son-in-law, Jerrie & David L., arenfier mem-
A., back row: Sarah W., Paige W., and Paul W. bers of Good Shepherd who now live in Californitease

May God bless and keep this family in his lovirge remember Sarah’s family in your prayers.
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The Flower Chart on the wall in the hallway, (nexthe
women’s restroom), has been erased through thehnodnt
November. If you would like to sign up to placevilers at
the altar for a special occasion, a memorial, osfiecial
blessings received, please sign your name bestd8ihday
of your choice. Please add a daytime phone numimrn
case we need to get in touch with you for someoreas

As in years past, flowers ordered for the churomf
4 All Seasons FlorisCarthage, 358-5828, are given a 10%
discount. Orders need to be placed by Thursdalaeede-
livered to the church on Saturday.

If you have any questions, please contact theaffi

3 %

The Youth Group is very grateful to everyone whp-s
ported the Pink Flamingo Fundraiser. Approxima&$p0.00
was raised.

On December 1% the Youth Group will co-sponsor and
assist with a Christmas party here at the churclofml foster
children. Anyone interested in helping, loaningngs, or helpt
ing with food please, contact a youth member cddea

The Youth Group will go Christmas Caroling on D28"
at 4:00 pm. All members of the congregation arkarae to
join them in this festive tradition.

ADVANCE NOTICE Start putting back
all those items that you no longer want or nged
S0 you can donate them to the annual Youth

more information.

On Wednesday evening, Decembe¥ 14 7:00 come
and hear the beautiful story of Christmas and ttta bf Je-
sus, told by the Sunday School children.
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Olivia was baptized in
a private ceremony at
Trinity Lutheran Church,
Freistatt, on Saturday, No-
vember 24, 2007. She is
the sixth generation in the
family to be baptized at
Trinity in Freistatt.

Olivia was born August 26, 2007, and is the daeigbt
Todd and Christy M. Her sponsors are Jacquelyidlly
B. and Emily B. She is the granddaughter of Jich udy B.

May God bless this family with His love.

It has been some time since we have had set nyonthl
Lutheran Women'’s Missionary League meetings hefgoatd
Shepherd. That, we are thankful, has changedladiks of
the congregation are invited to join us in the &@ihip Hall
the first Wednesday of each month, at 6:30 pm.is(ifonth
the time will be 6:00 pm, due to the Advent Senat&:00.)

If you are now, have been, or would be interegiduk-
coming a member of the LWML, please join us Wedagsd
December 8. Mark your 2008 calendars with LWML on the
first Wednesday of each month.

The mission of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary Lieag
is to assist each woman of the Lutheran church—aviss
Synod in affirming her relationship with the TriuGed so
that she is enabled to use her gifts in ministrthe people of
the world.
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The Altar Guild is a group of dedicated ladiesibdtihe
scenes who make sure that everything is in pladeeedy
for the celebration of Holy Communion by pouring tiiine
and setting out the wafers before the communiorshipr
service. They also see to the care of the aliang and can
dles, and select the banners that are placed satietuary.

Wynette Q., is our Altar Duty Coordinator. If you
would like to be a part of this service ministryGiod’s
House, please contact her for details.
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Group rummage sale to be held in late Jahu-
ary. Be watching the January Newsletter [for
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If you are over age 70%, you can avoid paying taxes
your IRA distributions by donating directly to your favorite
charity!

The Pension Protection Act of 2006 allows spdeialtreat-
ment for individuals who donate directly from anAlRo a quali-
fied charity. If at least six months have passadesyour 7
birthday, you can ask your IRA custodian to payap
$100,000.00 directly to qualified charities. Howewo qualify
for this special tax exclusion, you cannot receing benefit
from the charity in exchange for the donation.

If you request an IRA distribution to a qualified charity:

1. The amount of the distribution given to the dyawill not
be included in your adjusted gross income for tka&rypo-
tentially reducing the taxes on your Social Segurénefits
beyond what you would have paid had you taken ttei-d
bution in cash.

2. The amount paid to the charity counts towarifsang
your required minimum distribution (RMD) of the yeeSo
you can satisfy your IRA distribution requiremeatsl
make a charitable gift in one transaction.

3. Since your gift is not included in your grossame, you
will not receive a tax deduction. However, you tane a
significant impact on your favorite charity withdoging
taxed on your donation.

If you want to donate IRA proceeds directly toharity,
contact your Thrivent Financial representative yod8pecial
instructions must be given to the IRA custodianhsd the dona-
tion is made properly.

Please noteThis special provision is set to expire on Dec.
31, 2007. Don't delay, so you—and the charity—uc=ap the
substantial benefits!
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Faith is not a natural work apart from God'’s graaes the
Scripture clearly teaches. Rather the right kifidaith, the kind
that flows from grace and that God’s Word demaislfirmly
believing that Christ was born for you. His biithyours and
occurred for your benefit.

For the gospel teaches that Christ was born farlmenefit,
and that everything he did and suffered was forAisthe ange
says here, “I have good new for you, a messagewtiiktill
everyone with joy. Today your Savior, Christ tloed, was
born in David’s city.” With these words, you cdearly see
that he was born for all of us.

He doesn’t say, “a Savior was born,” but ratherdyr Sav-
ior, Christ the Lord, was born.” In the same wag, doesn’t
say, “| have good news,” rather “I have good news you.”
For you! “I have good news for you, a message whilffill
everyone with joy.” This joy is for everyone wtaslthis kind
of faith.

From the devotional bookMartin Luther—Through Faith Alone
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Dec. 2

First Sunday in Advent
Dec.5 & 12, 7:00 pm
Advent Mid-Week Services
Dec. 19, 7:00 pm
Children’s Christmas Program
Dec. 24, 7:00 pm
Christmas Eve Candlelight
Service with Holy Communion
Dec. 25, 10:00 am
Christmas Day Service with
Holy Communion

Dec. 31, 7:00 pm

New Year’s Eve Worship
Service with Holy Communiop
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