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At the end of December, we had over $24,000 freerSpecial Offering to apply
to the church debt. This, combined with the $40,806m the church treasury, reduces our
total debt to about $18,000. That means in the feex months we will be debt free, and
we will be able to apply future funds to a BuildiRgopgram and other projects.

God has given you a trusting heart, and you hgaiademonstrated it through
your quick and generous response to this neeceafdhgregation. You gave even though
it was Christmas and tax time. For this, you aenked. The work of the congregation is
advanced through this expression of your faith.

Praise God! To Him be the glory!

Our thanks to everyone, especially the children, wdhmade our Children’s Christmas Program a success.
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Our congratulations to those
who received degrees this past month.

received a
Master's Degree in Education Leader
ship from Pittsburg State University,
Pittsburg, Kansas. She is the Head of
the Math Department at Parsons High
School, Parsons, Kansas.

received a
Bachelor's of Arts Degree from the
University of Missouri, Columbia,

After the ice storm last month, we had a lot ektr
limbs down both at the church and at the churcheter.
Not anymore; well, almost not any more. The danatgbe
church building has been cleaned up, except fobthken
branches in the trees we couldn’t get to. We maoee work
to do at the cemetery. A lot of the branches hmen cut up|,
but we will need another day to get rid of theme Wl be
announcing another work day to complete the limmbaeal.
Be watching for it.

Our thanks to everyone who helped. Rick C. wa
able to remove a lot of the fallen branches withtractor.
Those who helped with chain saws and muscle powee:w
Doug and Kyle D.; Doug D. (yes, there are two D&gj;
Bob, Virginia, Stephanie, Aurora S. and Cesar i K.;
Steve L.; Sonny E. and his tractor; Jim and Micl@aeland
Pastor.

Missouri. He will be attending a pro
football camp, with the possibility of
playing professional football.

received a
Bachelor's Degree in Mechanical Eng
neering from Washington University,
St. Louis, Missouri. He will be work-
ing for Midcom Cables, Joplin, Mis-
souri.
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If you would like
to place altar flowers for a
special occasion, be sure to
reserve the date on the
Flower Chart. The chart is
located on the wall, in the
hallway, between the
women’s restroom and
water fountain. Just sign
your name on the Sunday you would like to giveftheers
and the reason and Betty K. will contact you clmsthat date
to make the final arrangements.
Thank you for helping make our worship more beau-

The Board of Stewardship, during the early part of
February, will give each communicant member ofdbiegre-
gation awhat | Can Do To Servesurvey sheet. It will be a
list of activities in which people frequently paifiate as they
live their Christian lives and serve as a part obagregation.

There are many ways to serve and you will be asked
to consider the different tasks and activitieslistand check
whatever you think you would like to be involvedtwi This
way we will know better what your interests andlislare.
Then, when needed, your willingness to serve camdtehed
with a particular task or activity.

Be watching for more information and your chance
to complete your owkiVhat | Can Do To Servsurvey sheet.

Gerry and | would like to thank each of you who
remembered us with well wishes, cards, and giftindithis
Christmas season. We thank you for your love esqae and
are humbled by it.

| also thank the congregation for the gift of avne
desk chair. It sits so much nicer, and is desigodelp sup-
port your back. | am also told it is comfortabfeagh to
take a good nap in, but, of course, | don’t knoat flor sure.
| guess I'll have to try that out sometime.

Again, thank you every much. We wish you a vefy
blessed New Year!
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Friday evening the 28
The youth group saythank you.

The youth group is taking donations for a rummaaje ® be held Saturday
on January 26 When selecting items to donate, remember, ymk js an- January, 28
other person’s treasure. All donations are chdlgréiccepted, and if you 9am3 pm

need a donation receipt for them, we will be hajmpgive you one. Please
have your things in the youth building by Wedneselagning the 23 If you
have time to price your items, that would be gseafipreciated.
ceeds help fund youth activities such as theiestatl national gatherings.
The congregation is invited to shop on Sunday2iie after the late
service for FREE (or donation if you want). Allluateers can pre-shop on

The pro-

If you would like to renew or ordérhe Lutheran
Witness the official magazine of our church body, please
the sign up sheet in the narthex of the churctdingl or call
the church office (358-1325). The annual costyifered
through the congregation is $15.00 a year. If galer indi-
vidually, the cost is $22.00.

The Lutheran Witnesontains articles of interest
letters from readers, Bible studies, official neicquestions
and answers, family counselor, humor, a message tie
Synodical President and other items. Past issid® onaga
zine can be seen on the information cabinet im#réhex.

When you order, please make your checks out tg
Good Shepherd, mark it faihe Lutheran Witnessand put it
in the offering plate.
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If you are interested in learning more about the L
theran Church and it's teachings, are interestgdifing the
congregation, or would like a refresher courseharch doc-
trine, Pastor is having an information class ondayrafter-
noon, Jan. 20 from 1:00-6:00 pm. The class is informal and
you are encouraged to bring along your questions.

Everyone is invited and welcome. Please let Pasto
know if you are planning to attend.

Refreshments will be served.
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The Sunday morning Bible Class is starting January
with a new study of the New Testament book of James

Some believe that it may have been written by Jathes
brother of Jesus, and speaks a great deal aboisti€hr
behavior.

The opening starts at 9:30 a.m. Coffee and aolls

always served.

"3

The Thursday morning Bible Class is starting a

study of the New Testament book of Romans. Wridg@a
letter to the Christians at Rome by the Apostlel Ricon-

tains a clear presentation of the Gospel messagelaas a

summery of other Christian teachings.

The class starts at 9:30. Refreshments are served

I
around tables. You will not be asked to read if go not
want to. Pastor leads both classes.

follow a discussion format while sitting

If you have been considering coming to a Bible

class this would be a good time to start. Everyieveel-
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The 2008 budget for the congregation was ap-
proved at a special Voters’ Meeting on Decembét TBhe
budget total for the year is $206,136.00. Amorgith
creases, we raised our commitment to missions and g
Pastor and Mary a salary increase. That meansiliveesd
an average of $3,964.15 each Sunday.

Our thanks to each of you for your support of th
work of the congregation. Your response to ourisiip
needs have always been generolis.God alone belongs
the glory
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It was a snowy day, but the sun was out to take the
chill from the air. The cousins were bundled upmig and
swinging out on the patio. Although Ben was omyrfand a
half years old, he questioned why he kept heanmgy®ne
say to have a happy New Year.

“Why do we need a new year? What's wrong with
the old one?” he asked.

Lindsay explained that the old one is almost aret
that we are going to start all over with a new o@ady inter-
jected, “It's the year 2008!”

a season for everything. | will begin my explaoativith
spring, when the trees and land turn green with gemth.
New flowers and fruits produce for the enjoymenalbf As
summer progresses, there is more bounty to sussaafi. In
the fall, there are fruits, vegetables, nuts amdis¢o harvest
before the chill of winter sets in. The leaveslmmtrees
change color and fall to the ground. Next come#evrj when
everything is at rest, waiting for spring. 200 hisv com-
plete and we are ready to start the New Year, wisi@908.”
Ben indignantly interrupted, “Well, | don’t caré.
don’t want a new year and | am not going to have’on
Grandpa Bunny continued. “Well, my young friend,
this is the tricky part. Let me see if | can hg¢ under-
stand,” He proceeded to thumb through a smallkiiible
that seemed to appear from out of nowhere. “Hmnzaid
Grandpa, as he adjusted his bunny spectacles aidwead

Ben folded both arms across his chest and declared his search. “It says here in Ecclesiastes, chaiptee, that

“Well, | choose not to have a new year, so | wén't!
“Well, you have to,” said Samantha in exasperation

there is a time to be born, a time to plant, a timkarvest, a
time to laugh, a time to cry, a time to be quidd artime to

“The seasons come and go and we enjoy them,” NickPeak up, a time for loving and a time for peac€hese are

added.

“Yeah, and after New Year’s, it will be Valentise’
Day,” said Brian, trying to coax Ben into accep&nc

“I still don’t want a New Year,” Ben proclaimed,
even more stubbornly than before. Nick reminded Bfthe
candy, fun cards and hearts that he had enjoye&éddsuary.
Upon hearing this, little Madeline piped up, “Hedmtart,
JESUS!” She had been too young to remember th&/&s
entine’s Day. Ben, however, was not swayed, amdirnaed
to stick to his convictions.

While the kids had been talking, several bunnas$ h
silently gathered among the branches of the Rosgh@fon
trees. “Ahem,” Grandpa Bunny cleared his bunngahrand
upon attracting their attention, went on to sayertaps | can
help you on this one.” The elder hare appearet gqoajestic
as he stood there leaning lightly on his cane. Stat at the
beginning, God created the heavens and the eatthlbthat
is in it. He created order out of chaos. Themnisrder and

all things that we do. Sometimes we make mistake® not
do something well enough. So, you see, we neehayear
so that we can correct our mistakes. It we haveedome
things that aren't quite right in the old year,rihhis is an-
other chance to do it better. God will forgiveatsany time,
but this new beginning seems a good time to comestiakes
and make a decision to do better. Some call thesisions
New Year's resolutionslt doesn’t matter if they are large or
small. God hears them all. 2007 has gone fullejrseason
after season. Walk the path of the circle wittuesHe will
help you when the path isn’'t easy. Let Jesus yalpbe your
very best. Itis time for a new beginning.”

The cousins were deep in thought, while the swing
swayed to and fro. Madeline snuggled in Samantha'sind
clapped her little hands. She begin lilting,
“Heart, heart, JESUS, Happy New Year!”

“Yes,” Ben chimed in, “l understand
now. It really is time for a happy new begin-|
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The 2008 envelopes are ready to be picked up. They
# are on the table in the narthex.

’ If you do not see your name and want envelopes,
Hattie, 100, was please contact the church office. Likewise, if ywafer not to

received into the arms of use them and see your name, merely write NO otatied.

her Savior on Tuesday, De Reminder: please discard your 2007 envelopes and

cember 11, 2007, at her use only the 2008 envelopes beginning in Januityce the

home in Carthage. She was new envelope numbers have already been changkd gom-

born July 18, 1907, in puter, it makes it much easier and less confusin@dn Wil-

Stanton, Nebraska. On son, our financial secretary, to record your ctuitions.

April 22, 1933, she was married to Otto J. Lovekamp Thanks.
Hattie is survived by her two children, son Edwin
Lovekamp and wife, Lawana, and daughter Mary Ann
Lovekamp, two grandchildren, five great-grandclatdrthree
great-great-grandchildren, nieces, nephews, arse dfeends. ! I
Hattie was a charter member of Good Shepherd Lu- .
theran Church, and her family suggests memori&s gié Does this somehow seem familiar? This is a répr{n
made to the church. from the January 2003 Newsletter:

Burial and a graveside service was held Monday,
Dec. 17" at Park Cemetery, Carthage.

We would like to thank everyone for their expres-
sions of love and sympathy at the death of our erptHattie
Lovekamp, last month. It meant a great deal t@nd,was a
great comfort. She will be missed, but we rejaicthe life
she has been given through Jesus, her Lord andrSavi

We also thank everyone who has given a memorial
in our mother’s name. It will be given to Good Bherd Lu-

theran Church to help pay for an elevator. " 2# " #
“I'm dreaming of a White Christmas” may be a popu-

lar sentiment, but when accompanied by ice & snoweced
roads and blizzard conditions, a White Christmdsest spent
n at home. The elders decided to cancel our Christeve Ser-
# vice rather than risk the safety of our members. GBristmas
) morning, however the blizzard abated, and leftaubful
backdrop to our “ O Little Town of Bethlehem” Chrizas
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There is always a need for blood and we again have - The peacekeeping meeting scheduled for today rexs be

an opportunity to “help out” by sponsoring a blatrie on canceled due to a conflict.
Sunday, January 30from 8:30 am to 12:30 pm. - On Sunday, a special collection will be taken tiraie
The blood mobile will be set up in the youth birilgl the expenses of the new carpet. All those wistondp

and it doesn't take very long to give. Refreshraeme something on the new carpet, please come forwatd an
served after your donation. get a piece of paper at the end of the service.

If you would like to help with the refreshments, - For those of you who have children and don’t kngw i
please contact the church office. we have a nursery downstairs.
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President: Earl K.
Vice-President: Sonny E.

Secretary: Jan G.
Treasurer:; Rob S.

Fin. Sec: Don W.
Director of Ed: Wendy R. & Jennifer S.
Elders: Michael G.

Shawn P.
Glenn M.

Don L.
Rick C.
Trustees: Steve L.
Tony Q.
Howard K.
Bradley M.
Richard S.
George M.
Gary S.
Committee Chairs:
Evangelism:  John & Rhonda N.
Fellowship: Dave & Lora W.
Stewardship:  Corinne W.
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